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February 2008

Dear Fellow Democrat,

It is an exciting time to be a Texas Democrat.  After gaining six new Democratic seats in the 
State House and defeating two Republican Members of Congress in 2006, the Texas Democratic 
Party is more energized, more organized, and more ef!cient than ever before.  As a result, Texas 
Democrats are poised to continue our signi!cant gains in the coming election cycle.

Time and again Republican politicians have failed to put Texas families !rst.  Whether they are 
voting against full funding for our children’s public schools, failing to curb skyrocketing college 
tuition, or failing to provide health insurance for millions of uninsured children, Texas Republicans 
have put their cronies and special interest contributors ahead of their own constituents.  

I assure you that Texas voters will not stand for it. It is very clear that Texans want something 
better.  From the county courthouse to the White House, Texans are tired of being let down by a 
government controlled by Republicans who no longer serve the people.  All across Texas, voters are 
demanding change, and I know that Texas Democrats will provide the change that is so desperately 
needed.

And that change begins with you. I encourage everyone to read the rules that govern the Texas 
Democratic Party and become part of the process.  Texas as a whole bene!ts when more people 
become involved.  From the Precinct Convention all the way to the National Convention, one 
person can make a difference within our Party.  

In the meantime, as your Chairman, I remain committed to making sure that our Democratic 
message is spread far and wide.  No matter in what language or region of our great state, Texans 
deserve to hear about the issues and values that matter most.  As long as we all work together and 
pull in the same direction, Texas Democrats can and will continue to be victorious.

Your friend and fellow Democrat,

Boyd L. Richie 
Chairman
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2008 ELECTION CALENDAR
Jan. 2  Last day to !le for place on the primary ballot.
Jan. 4  First day to apply for ballot by mail for Primary Election.
Jan. 11 Last day for County Executive Committees to select time and place 

for County and Senatorial District Conventions and to conduct 
drawing for ballot order.

Feb. 4  Last day to register to vote in March Primary.
Feb. 8  First day to apply for ballot by mail for runoff if did not request runoff 

ballot on application for primary ballot.
Feb. 19 First day of Early Voting for March 4 Primary.
Feb. 26 Last day for County Clerk to receive application for ballot by mail for 

primary ballot.
Feb. 29 Last day of Early Voting for March 4 Primary.
March 4 Primary Voting 7 AM to 7 PM; Precinct Conventions 7:15 PM.
March 10 Last day to register to vote in runoff.
March 16 SDEC canvasses primary election results. 
March 29 County and Senatorial District Conventions select delegates to State 

Convention.
March 31 First day of Early Voting for runoff.
April 1 Last day for County Clerk to receive application for ballot by mail for 

runoff.
April 4 Last day of Early Voting for runoff.
April 8 Runoff Election for Primary.
Apr. 21 1st day to !le Statement of Candidacy for National Delegate.
May 21 Last day to !le Statement of Candidacy for National Delegate.
May 28 TDP sends list to Presidential Candidates for approval.
June 5 Presidential Candidates send TDP their approved list of Delegates;
  SDEC meeting in Austin.
June 6-7 State Convention - Austin Convention Center.
June 7 Presidential candidates must !le a list of suggested standing 

committee members for the National Convention with the State Chair.
Aug. 25-28 National Convention – Denver, Colorado.
Sept. 5 First day to apply for ballot by mail for General Election.
Oct. 6  Last day to register to vote in General Election.
Oct. 20 First day of Early voting for General Election.
Oct. 28 Last day for County clerk to receive application for ballot by mail for   
  General Election.
Oct. 31 Last day of Early Voting in General Election.
Nov. 4 General Election.
Dec. 15 Presidential Electors Convene at the State Capitol.
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ARTICLE I
STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES

The Texas Democratic Party hereby adopts the 
following Statement of Principles as the foundation 
for Party activities at all levels:

A. Beliefs

We believe that the Democratic Party, with its great 
diversity, its "exibility of organization, its historic 
adaptability to fruitful change, and its instinctive 
responsiveness to human needs and aspirations, can 
provide the leadership required in these challenging 
times. We further believe:

1.  That we must join together with a renewed  
faith in our country, in our state, and in our 
Party to provide our people with responsive, 
responsible government;

2.  That government functions best when it is 
closest to the people;

3.  That our government is and should be of laws 
and not of favoritism or of arbitrary caprice, 
and therefore we condemn any resolution of 
con"icts, save through legal processes;

4.  That the Texas Democratic Party stands for law 
and order, for total and unceasing war against 
crime, for strengthening law enforcement 
agencies, and for justice under law;

5.  That all citizens, no matter what their religion 
or race or how humble or exalted their origin 
or station, have the duty to participate fully 
at every level of government and are entitled 
to an equal voice and to equal treatment at its 
hands;

6. That all Democrats are bound to defend, to 
protect, and to honor our nation, our state, and 
our Party, and that when they are right, it is our 
privilege to sustain them, but when they err, it 
is our duty to correct them; and

RULES OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF TEXAS
7.  That, as Democrats, we are proud and upright 

citizens of the United States, that we are 
determined not only to serve our country, but 
also to stand shoulder to shoulder with citizens 
of other states in providing meaningful, 
responsible, and constructive leadership for 
our great nation.

B. Declarations

To achieve these principles, we hereby make these 
declarations and adopt the following Rules to govern 
Party activities at all levels:

1.  No test of membership in, nor oaths of 
loyalty to, the Texas Democratic Party shall 
be required or used if it has the effect of 
requiring prospective or current members of 
the Democratic Party to acquiesce in, condone, 
or support discrimination on the grounds 
of race, sex, sexual orientation, age, color, 
creed, national origin, religion, ethnic identity, 
economic status or disability.

2.  The Democratic Party at all levels shall support 
the broadest possible voter registration and 
participation without discrimination on the 
grounds of race, sex, age, color, creed, national 
origin, religion, ethnic identity, economic 
status or disability.

3.  It shall be the duty of the State Chair and 
Party Of!cers at all levels to take af!rmative 
steps to encourage young people, women and 
minorities to seek selection as Delegates to 
Party Conventions and as members of Party 
Committees so that they shall be represented 
in reasonable relationship to their presence in 
the state.

4.  Every person who accepts a Party of!ce at any 
level (including the position of Convention 
Delegate and Alternate) must agree to 
support all of the Party’s nominees or shall be 
removed.
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5. Public meetings at all levels of the Texas 
Democratic Party shall be open to all members 
of the Party, regardless of race, sex, age, color, 
creed, national origin, religion, ethnic identity, 
economic status, philosophical persuasion or 
disability.

6.  The time and place of all meetings of the Texas 
Democratic Party at all levels shall be publicized 
fully and in such manner as to assure timely 
notice to all interested persons. Such meetings 
shall be held in places accessible to all Party 
members and large enough to accommodate all 
interested persons.

7.  The Texas Democratic Party shall publicize 
fully and in such manner as to assure notice 
to all interested parties a complete description 
of the legal and practical quali!cations and 
procedures for selecting Democratic Party 
Of!cers and Representatives at all levels. 
Publication of these procedures shall be done 
timely and in such a fashion that all prospective 
and current members of the Democratic Party 
and all prospective candidates or applicants 
will be fully and adequately informed of the 
pertinent procedures in time to participate in 
each selection procedure at each level of the 
Democratic Party organization and to compete 
for any elected or appointed position.

ARTICLE II
NAME, MEMBERSHIP AND OFFICERS

A. Name

The name of this Party shall be the “Texas 
Democratic Party” or simply the “Democratic Party” 
or just the “Party.”

B. Membership

1.  Any quali!ed Texas voter 18 years of age or 
older who supports the foregoing “Statement 
of Principles” of the Democratic Party may 
participate fully in any Party meetings and may 
be elected to any Party Of!ce, except where 
speci!cally prohibited by law or by Party 

Rules.

2.  Any other persons who support the foregoing 
“Statement of Principles” of the Democratic 
Party are encouraged to participate in Party 
activities but may not vote.

C. Party Of!cers

1.  All Party Of!cers shall be residents of the 
precinct, district or other political subdivision 
which they represent, and moving residence 
outside the precinct, district or other political 
subdivision shall constitute an automatic 
vacancy.

2.  The Party Of!cers covered by this provision 
include precinct chair, county chair, SDEC 
representative, State Chair, convention 
Delegates and Alternates, and any other of!cer 
elected by a Party committee or convention.

3.  Acceptance by any person of a Party Of!ce 
and participation in that capacity constitutes 
an agreement to the provision in the Statement 
of Principles that “every person who accepts a 
Party Of!ce at any level (including the positions 
of Convention Delegate and Alternate) must 
agree to support all of the Party’s nominees or 
shall be subject to removal.”

ARTICLE III
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES

It is a basic and fundamental precept of the Texas 
Democratic Party that always, and at all levels, 
there shall be no secret ballots, there shall be no fees 
charged for voting, and the meetings shall be open.

A. Duties of Executive Committees

1.  The State Democratic Executive Committee 
(the “SDEC”) shall carry on the activities of the 
Party between State Conventions in compliance 
with the law and with the directives of the 
Convention.

2.  Other executive committees acting at the 
County level, the District level or any other 
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level shall discharge their duties in compliance 
with the law and with the Party Rules.

B. General Rules

1.  At all times and at all levels of the Democratic 
Party, no secret ballots shall be used, no fees 
shall be charged for voting, and the meetings 
shall be open.

2.  Committee meetings shall be held as required 
by law or by these Rules and called by the 
Committee Chair or by a petition in writing 
signed by at least 51% of the Committee 
membership.

3.  At all Party Committee meetings other than 

Committee membership shall be required for a 
quorum as speci!ed in State law.

4.  Unless otherwise required by statute or by 
these Rules, the current edition of Robert’s 
Rules of Order, Newly Revised shall be the 
parliamentary authority governing all Party 
Committee meetings and procedures.

5.  The method of voting at all Party Committee 
meetings may be by voice vote, by (standing) 
division of the house, by signed written ballot, 
or by roll call vote. The method used shall be 
left to the discretion of the Chair, except that 
on request of any member (who need not be 
recognized by the Chair to voice such request), 
a standing division must be held, and the request 

6.  Minutes of each meeting shall be furnished to 
each Committee member at or prior to the next 
Committee meeting.

7.  Proxy voting shall be permitted at SDEC 
meetings; provided that no person may hold 
or vote more than one proxy. Proxy holders 

for senatorial district representatives on the 
SDEC must reside in the same district as the 
member assigning the proxy. Proxy holders 
for representatives of organizations must be 
members of the organization. No proxy voting 
shall be permitted at meetings of any County, 
District or Precinct Committee (Texas Election 
Code §171.026).

8.  No action of a subcommittee or any standing 
committee shall replace or supersede the 
actions or authority of the Committee as a 
whole, and any actions by subcommittees 
shall be subject to review and revision by the 
superior authority of the full Committee at its 
subsequent meetings.

9.  Upon the vote of 20% of the members of any 
Party Committee, a minority report can be 
prepared and presented. A minority report may 
be submitted for consideration either by way 
of amendment or as a substitute for a majority 
report.

C. Election Matters

1.  Certi!cation of Candidates. The SDEC shall 
certify the name of each candidate to appear on 
the primary ballot or delegate such certi!cation 
to the State Chair. Not later than the 57th day 
before the primary election, the State Chair 
shall deliver to each County Chair a written 
list of the name of each candidate certi!ed to 
appear on the primary ballot in that county.  
(Texas Election Code §172.028)

2. Referendum Issues.

(a) Quali!ed voters may by petition require a 
referendum issue to be placed on the pri-
mary election ballot. Such petitions must be 
!led with the State Chair during the same 
!ling period applicable to candidates for 
federal, state, and county of!ce. In addition 
to the requirements mandated by state law 
(Texas Election Code §172.088), all peti-
tions must contain the following wording 
and information:

Conventions, County Executive Committees 

of 10%

and Convention Caucuses, 40% of the 

quorum. If the meeting is 
 Committee membership shall constitute a  

to !ll a vacancy, however, a majority of the 

 a roll call vote.
of the members present shall require 
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An oath of af!liation to the Party as part of the 
petition statement to read as follows:

“If I sign this petition, I hereby af!liate my-
self with the Texas Democratic Party, and 
I swear or af!rm that during [insert elec-
tion year] I will support the nominees of the 
Democratic Party and that I will not vote in 
a primary election or participate in a con-
vention of another political party during 
[insert election year].

I further acknowledge that the purpose of this 
petition is to require the Texas Democratic 
Party to place the proposal described below 
on the ballot for the [election date] Demo-
cratic Primary Election.”

[signatures]
“Sworn to (or af!rmed) and signed before me 

the undersigned authority on this the _____ 
day of_________________. 

 ________________________________
signature of person administering oath 

 __________________________________
printed name of person administering oath

  _________________________________
 address of person administering oath 

 __________________________________ 
 telephone # of person administering oath 

 __________________________________
 title of of!ce and county of residence of 

person administering oath.”

(b)  The person administering the oath may 
be either: a judge, clerk or commissioner 
of any court of record; a notary public; a 
justice of the peace; the Secretary of State 
of Texas; any member of the SDEC; any 
member of the County Executive Com-
mittee for the county in which the person 
signing the petition resides; or a person 
expressly authorized in writing to adminis-

ter the oath by the State Chair or a County 
Chair for the county in which the person 
signing the petition resides. The State Chair 
and any such County Chair shall keep as a 
permanent part of party records a true copy 
of any such authorization. Each person ad-
ministering the oath must sign in the place 
shown, and print his or her name, address, 
of!ce and county of residence.

(c) The form of the petition, including a descrip-
tion of the proposal that is to be submitted, 
the spacing and type-size and instructions 
to comply with this Rule must be approved 
by the State Chair. The oath of the petition 
signer and the description of the proposal 
shall be in bold type.

(d) The State Chair is hereby delegated all other 
authority necessary to effectuate this Rule.

(e) The SDEC shall prescribe the wording of 
the proposition submitting a proposal. 
(Texas Election Code §172.088(g)).

(f) The petition shall be in both English and 
Spanish.

D. State Democratic Executive Committee

1. Of!cers.

(a) Election. In compliance with Chapter 171 
of the Texas Election Code, the State Con-
vention in June of even-numbered years 
shall elect a State Chair. The Convention 
also shall elect a First Vice Chair of oppo-
site sex from the State Chair, a Vice Chair 
for Finance, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. 
These shall be the of!cers of the SDEC, 
and they shall serve for two years or until 
their successors are elected.

(b) Voting. On statutory matters, only the State 
Chair and First Vice Chair may vote; other-
wise, on all other matters all of!cers may 
vote.

(c) State Chair. The State Chair shall be the 
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principal and presiding of!cer of the 
SDEC, shall have all of the authority and 
duties implied by such title and expressed 
and implied by these Rules, and shall have 
the authority to establish and to appoint 
committees with the advice and consent of 
the SDEC and deal with the affairs of the 
Party.

(d) First Vice Chair. The First Vice Chair shall 
assist the State Chair and shall have the du-
ties and authority implied by such title or 
assigned by the Chair or by the SDEC. The 
First Vice Chair shall preside over meetings 
of the SDEC in the absence of the State 
Chair and shall !ll any ex-of!cio position 
created for Party Vice Chairs, including 
membership on the National Committee.

(e) Vice Chair for Finance. The Vice Chair 
for Finance shall have responsibilities for 
fund-raising under the direction of the State 
Chair and shall have other duties and re-
sponsibilities assigned by the Chair or by 
the SDEC.

(f) Secretary. The Secretary shall have the du-
ties and authority implied by such title.

(g) Treasurer. The Treasurer’s duties shall be 
to present a !nancial report at each SDEC 
meeting and to perform duties assigned by 
the State Chair. The disbursement of funds 
shall be the responsibility of the State Chair 
or of the Chair’s designee(s), provided that 
the designee(s) be approved by the SDEC.

(h) Standing SDEC Committee Membership. 
Members of standing SDEC committees 
will be appointed by the State Chair with 
the advice and consent of the SDEC. The 
State Chair will appoint one co-chair and 
the members of each of the committees will 
elect the second co-chair. The co-chairs will 
be gender balanced.

(i) Operating Budget.  The State Chair shall 
submit an annual operating budget to the 

SDEC Finance Committee for approval by 
the full SDEC at the !rst SDEC meeting fol-
lowing January 1st of each year.  In no event 
shall any TDP staff or of!cer, other than the 
State Chair, incur any debt on behalf of the 
Texas Democratic Party not authorized by 
the operating budget.  In addition, any ex-
penditure, proposal or project which would 
exceed a line item in the submitted annual 
operating budget by $10,000, including but 
not limited to additional staff or pay raises, 
requires a majority vote of the State Chair, 
First Vice Chair, Vice Chair for Finance, 
Secretary, Treasurer, SDEC Finance Com-
mittee Chair, and SDEC Finance Commit-
tee Co-Chair before the funds may be ex-
pended or the obligation incurred.

(j)  Audit. The State Chair shall cause an au-
dit of the !nancial records of the SDEC to 
be made by a certi!ed public accountant at 
least once each calendar year. A copy of the 
report of such audit shall be furnished to 
each member and of!cer of the SDEC.

(k) Of!cer Vacancies. When a vacancy occurs 
in any of these of!ces between State Con-
ventions, a majority of the members of the 
SDEC shall elect a successor, who need not 
be a current member of the SDEC. Mem-
bers shall receive written notice issued by 
the State Chair, or, if that of!ce be vacant, 
by the First Vice Chair, at least two weeks 
prior to the meeting at which an election 
will be held. Any member of the SDEC may 
nominate a candidate for the vacant of!ce. 
When an interim vacancy in the of!ce of 
the State Chair is !lled by the SDEC, the 
term of of!ce for the interim Chair shall be 
for the duration of the unexpired term.

2. SDEC Members.

(a) Membership. The SDEC shall be composed 
of two members elected from every sena-
torial district and the following additional 
members:
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two from the Texas Democratic County Chairs 
Association,

two from the Texas Young Democrats,
one from the Senate Democratic Caucus (non-

voting),
one from the House Democratic Caucus (non-

voting),
two from the Texas Democratic Women,
two from the Texas Coalition of Black Demo-

crats,
two from the Hispanic Caucus,
two from the Non-Urban/Agriculture Caucus, 
two from the Stonewall Democrats, 
two from the Texas Environmental Democrats, 

two from the Asian American Democrats of 
Texas.

(b) Election From Senatorial Districts. The two 
members from every senatorial district shall 
be elected by the State Convention in June 
of even numbered years. One man and one 
woman from each senatorial district shall 
be recommended by the Delegates from the 
counties composing the respective senato-
rial districts. Each county shall vote its full 
Convention strength divided proportion-
ately among its Delegates present.

(c) Organization Representatives. The chair or 
president and the next highest ranking of!-
cer of the opposite sex of the organizations 
(excepting Texas Democratic Women) pro-
viding additional members on the SDEC 
shall serve as the representative members 
of the SDEC; provided that, for the His-
panic Caucus, the representative members 
shall be two representatives elected at the 
State Convention. In the event that any such 
person already is a member of the SDEC, 
the next highest ranking of!cer of the same 
sex shall be the additional member. They 
shall participate in the proceedings of the 
SDEC insofar as the Texas Election Code 
will permit.

(d) Caucus Representatives. The members rep-
resenting the Senate Democratic Caucus 
and the House Democratic Caucus shall be 
non-voting ex-of!cio members selected by 
their respective caucuses.

(e) Terms. SDEC members shall serve until 
their successors take of!ce, which shall be 
on adjournment of the State Convention at 
which the new members are elected.

(f) SDEC Vacancies. When a vacancy occurs 
on the SDEC, the vacancy shall be !lled 
by the majority vote of the members of the 
SDEC. The new member shall be an eligible 
person of the same sex and from the same 
senatorial district as the vacating member. 
The Senatorial District Committee of the 
affected district shall meet to nominate a 
person for such position. The State Chair 
shall mail written notice of the meeting to 
consider such nomination to the members 
of the Senatorial District Committee and, if 
known, the Chair of the affected district’s 
Senatorial District Caucus at the last State 
Convention, at least two weeks prior to the 
meeting. The Committee shall report its 
nominee to the SDEC. A vacancy shall be 
!lled no later than the next meeting of the 
SDEC following written notice of the va-
cancy by at least !ve weeks.

(g)  Meetings. Two statutory meetings of the 
SDEC shall be held in even-numbered 
years: on the second Wednesday after the 
general election primary day and not later 
than the second Saturday after the runoff 
primary election day. (Texas Election Code 
§ 172.120)

3. Removal.

(a) In addition to the procedures under Article 
III.H., any State Party Of!cer, including 
a member of the SDEC, may be removed 
for good cause by a two-thirds vote of the 
SDEC membership. All members must 

two from the Democrats with Disabilities, and
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receive written notice from the State Chair 
at least 30 days before any meeting at 
which a removal will be considered. Bal-
loting may not be done by mail.

(b) For removal of an SDEC member, one-third 
of the members of the SDEC or one-third of 
either the Senatorial District Committee or 
the Delegates to the State Convention from 
the Senatorial District at which the member 
was last elected must petition for removal 
of the SDEC member before proceedings 
shall be brought before the SDEC.

(c) For removal of other State Party Of!cers, ei-
ther one-third of the members of the SDEC 
or one third of the County Chairs, or one-
third of the Delegates to the State Conven-
tion at which the Of!cer was last elected 
must petition for the removal of the State 
Party Of!cer before removal proceedings 
shall be brought before the SDEC.

(d) In the event that the State Chair is subject 
to petition for removal under this section, 
then the First Vice Chair shall give notice 
of said petition to the SDEC and give prop-
er notice by mail of said meeting.

4. Advisory Committee. 
The Texas Democratic Party Advisory 
Committee is created to provide an issues 
forum and an advisory group to the SDEC.

(a)  It shall consist of the following:

(1) the elected of!cers of the SDEC;

(2) a Co-Chair to preside over this Committee 
with the State Chair. The Co-Chair shall be 
nominated by the State Chair and shall be 
approved by a majority vote of the SDEC;

(3) the participating groups, loyal to the 
principles of the Democratic Party and 
approved by the SDEC, shall be statewide 
caucuses and organizations of the Texas 
Democratic Party or the State Convention. 

Each participating group will elect two 
Delegates and two Alternates, balanced 
by gender where appropriate, at the State 
Convention.

(b) The Advisory Committee will meet twice 
a year at the call of the State Chair and the 
Co-Chair or a majority of the committee 
members.

(c) The SDEC shall govern any fundraising 
activities and expenditures. Contributions 
and disbursements shall be made through 
the Texas Democratic Party for proper ac-
counting and reporting under Party Rules 
and related state and federal laws.

(d) The SDEC, as necessary, may provide ad-
ditional rules and guidelines. The Rules 
of the Texas Democratic Party shall apply 
to the Advisory Committee. Proxy voting 
shall not be permitted.

(e) All members shall serve terms of two years 
commencing after each State Convention.

E. County Executive Committee

1. Members.

(a) Each county shall have a County Executive 
Committee composed of a County Chair 
and of one Precinct Chair from each elec-
tion precinct in the county. (Texas Election 
Code §171.022)

(b) These members shall be elected by major-
ity vote in the Party Primary Election held 
in even-numbered years. The County Chair 
shall be elected by the quali!ed voters of 
the county, and the Precinct Chairs by the 
quali!ed voters of their respective pre-
cincts.

(c) The term of of!ce for members of the 
County Executive Committee shall begin 
on the twentieth day following the Runoff 
Primary and shall continue for two years or 
until their successors are elected and certi-
!ed. (Texas Election Code §171.022(c))



12

2. Of!cers.

(a) The County Executive Committee may 
name a Secretary, who need not be a mem-
ber of the Committee. The Secretary le-
gally is authorized to receive applications 
for a place on the Primary ballot, and an 
application received by the Secretary shall 
be !led of!cially.

(b) The combined amount of any compensation 
paid from the Primary fund to the Secretary 
and the Chair for their services shall in no 
case exceed the lesser of $8,000.00 or 5% 
of the amount actually spent for necessary 
expenses in holding the Primary Election 
for that year, exclusive of the compensa-
tion paid to the Chair and Secretary. (Texas 
Election Code §173.004)

(c) The County Executive Committee may, by 
majority vote, adopt continuing rules for 
the conduct of its business, so long as they 
are not prohibited by law or are not incon-
sistent with these Party Rules. Such rules 
shall be !led with the State Chair.

3. Quali!cations. Democrats 18 years of age or 
older are eligible for the of!ces of Precinct 
Chair or County Chair, provided they meet the 
following criteria: 

(a) They are quali!ed voters (Texas Election 
Code §161.005(a)(1)) and voted in the 
Democratic Primary, not including runoffs, 
or signed an oath of af!liation in the voting 

year; (Oath of Af!liation §162.007(b))

Oath of Af!liation:

this voting year.  I hereby af!liate 

an elective of!ce of the federal, state, or 
county government (Texas Election Code 

§161.005(a)(2)); and

(c) They are residents of the precinct or county 
from which they seek election (Texas Elec-
tion Code §171.023(a) and §161.005(a)
(1)).

4. Election Procedure.

(a) A quali!ed Party member may become a 
candidate for County or Precinct Chair by 
!ling a written application in the county us-
ing a form which shall be provided by the 
County Chair upon request.

(b) In addition, quali!ed Party members !l-
ing for the of!ce of County Chair in a 
county with a population of 1 million or 
more, shall include a petition containing 
the signatures of 10 percent of the current, 
incumbent Precinct Chairs serving on the 
County Executive Committee in the county 
using a form which shall be provided by 
the State Party. The petition shall contain 
the candidate’s sworn oath that the signa-
tures thereon are valid and that each was 
signed in the presence of the candidate or 
candidate’s representative.  (Texas Election 
Code §172.021(f))

(c) The application and petition, if applicable, 
shall be signed and duly acknowledged by 
the candidate and then !led with the Coun-
ty Chair or with the Secretary of the County 
Executive Committee if there is one (Texas 
Election Code §§171.022(a)(2), 172.021 
and 172.023). A copy of the petition (if ap-
plicable) also shall be !led with the State 
Chair.

(d) The application shall state the candidate’s 
occupation, county of residence, post of!ce 
address, date of birth, and the of!ce sought. 
The petition (if applicable) shall include 
the Precinct Chair’s signature, name, post 
of!ce address, and precinct number.

(e) Applications and petitions, if applicable, 

(b) They are not candidates for, nor holders of, 

myself with the _______Party.”  ; and 

“I swear that I have not voted in a primary 
election or participated in a  vvvv
 convention of another party during 
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shall be !led no later than 6 p.m. on Janu-
ary 2 before the Primary Election. This 
deadline shall be extended until the next 
working day if it falls on a weekend or a 
holiday.

(f) An application mailed but not received by 
this deadline shall not be accepted. (Texas 
Election Code §172.023)

(g) No later than the day before the !ling dead-
line, the County Chair shall post on the bul-
letin board at the County Courthouse used 
for posting notices of meetings of the Com-
missioners Court a notice of the address at 
which the County Chair or the Secretary 
will be available to receive applications 
on the last day of the !ling period. (Texas 
Election Code §172.022)

(h) Write-in votes for Precinct and County 
Chair are permitted by law in the First Pri-
mary Election, whether or not there are oth-
er candidates for these of!ces on the ballot. 
Only those votes cast for a County Chair or 
Precinct Chair candidate who has !led an 
application for write-in candidacy may be 
counted. (Texas Election Code §171.0231). 
Write-in votes, however, are not allowed in 
the Second or “Runoff” Primary Election. 
(Texas Election Code §172.112)

(i) No later than 20 days after the local can-
vass, the County Chair shall deliver to the 
State Chair and to the County Clerk written 
notice of the name, address, and precinct 
number of each Precinct and County Chair 
elected. (Texas Election Code §172.118)

5. Vacancies.

(a) When a vacancy occurs in the of!ce of 
County Chair, the outgoing County Chair 
or the Secretary of the County Executive 
Committee may call a meeting to !ll the va-
cancy at any time after it occurs. Upon the 
written request of any Committee member, 
however, the Secretary shall call one for 

a date not more than 20 days after receiv-
ing the request, giving each member notice 
of the time, place, and purpose. Should a 
Committee Secretary fail to act after be-
ing requested in writing to do so, the State 
Chair shall call the meeting in like manner. 
The of!cer calling the meeting shall des-
ignate a Temporary Chair to preside until 
the new Permanent Chair is elected. (Texas 
Election Code §171.025)

(b) Any vacancy on the Committee shall be 
!lled by majority vote of the County Ex-
ecutive Committee at a meeting at which a 
majority of the membership shall constitute 
a quorum. (Texas Election Code §171.024) 
Written notice of the replacement member’s 
name and address shall be promptly deliv-
ered to the State Chair and to the County 
Chair. (Texas Election Code §171.024)

(c) When the precinct boundaries are changed 
between Primary Elections and only one 
Precinct Chair resides within the new pre-
cinct, that Chair shall continue the term of 
of!ce. If more than one Chair or if none 
resides within the new precinct, however, 
the of!ce automatically shall become va-
cant and shall be !lled as provided herein. 
(Texas Election Code §171.023)

(d) Changes in precinct boundaries made by 
the Commissioners Court shall not become 
effective to alter membership of the County 
Executive Committee until February 1 af-
ter the changes are ordered. (Texas Election 
Code §171.023)

6. Duties and Responsibilities.

(a) Statutory duties of the County Execu-
tive Committee include collecting !ling 
fees (Texas Election Code §172.021 and 
§172.022); appointing watchers (Texas 
Election Code §33.03); determining the or-
der of names on the ballot (Texas Election 
Code §172.082 and §172.084); canvass-
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ing Primary results (Texas Election Code 
§172.116); and setting and publicizing times 
and places for Precinct and County Con-
ventions (Texas Election Code §174.022 
and §174.063). Additional responsibilities 
are outlined in the Texas Election Code in 
Chapters 171, 172, 173, and 174 as well as 
Sections 31.032, 32.006, 32.034, 32.093, 
32.111, 42.009, 43.003, 51.002, 51.003, 
51.035, 52.002, 123.001, 123.033, 124.065,  
and 145.036.

(b) In addition to its statutory duties, the Coun-
ty Executive Committee shall have primary 
responsibility for planning and for coordi-
nating the General Election Campaigns of 
the Democratic Party’s nominees within 
the county. In the case of nominees running 
for of!ce in districts which include areas 
outside of the county, the County Execu-
tive Committee shall work with the Sena-
torial District Committee (as described in 
Article III.F. below). This responsibility 
shall include raising funds for conducting 
local campaigns, supporting the statewide 
effort for the entire ticket, producing mate-
rials, and coordinating local services for all 
Democratic campaigns.

(c) The County Executive Committee may es-
tablish such committees as it deems appro-
priate to carry out its non-statutory duties 
and may appoint committee members who 
are not members of the County Executive 
Committee.

7. Meetings.

(a) Three statutory meetings of the County Ex-
ecutive Committee shall be held in even-
numbered years: in January; on or before 
the second Friday after the First Primary; 
and on or before the second Friday after the 
Runoff Primary.

(b) Precinct Chairs shall be noti!ed by written 
notice at least !ve days in advance of all 

meetings excluding emergency situations.

8. Expenditure of Funds. Expenditure of funds 
by the County Executive Committee, unless 
otherwise speci!ed by law, shall require 
the approval of at least 51% of its members 
present.

9. County Executive Committee Quorum.  Non-
Statutory Business – At County Executive 
Committee (CEC) meetings, the quorum 
for conducting non-statutory business shall 
consist of not less than one-fourth (1/4) of 
the membership, excluding vacancies.  If the 
meeting is to !ll a vacancy, however, a majority 
of the Committee membership shall be required 
for a quorum, as speci!ed by State law.

10.  Meeting of the County Executive Committee. 
Meetings – The County Executive Committee 
(CEC) shall meet at least quarterly throughout 
the two year term between elections.  Statutory 
meetings called for by the Texas Election Code 
may be counted toward the quarterly meeting 
requirement of the CEC.  CEC meetings shall 
not be scheduled during the week of the biennial 
state convention.  If a county chair fails to issue 
a written call for a County Executive Committee 
meeting within six months of the previous 
County Executive Committee meeting, one-
fourth (1/4) of the members of the CEC may 
call a CEC meeting by written demand.  Notice 
of such meeting, including an agenda of the 
business to be considered, shall be mailed to all 
members of the county executive committee at 
least fourteen (14) days prior to the date of the 
meeting and shall state the time, date and place 
and the names of the persons issuing the call.  

The County Executive Committee meetings 
shall be chaired by the County Chair.  If the 
County Chair is not present, then the Secretary 
or any quali!ed Democrat may conduct the 

F. District Executive Committee

1. Members. Each senatorial district shall have 

meeting. 
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a Senatorial District Executive Committee, 
sometimes referred to as the “District 
Committee,” to be formed as follows:

(a) In a senatorial district composed of only 
a part of one county, the Precinct Chairs 
within the district shall constitute the Dis-
trict Committee. No later than the statutory 
meeting of the County Executive Commit-
tee in January, such Precinct Chairs shall 
elect one of their number to serve as Chair 
of their District Committee. (Texas Elec-
tion Code §171.053)

(b) For a senatorial district composed entirely 
of one whole county, the County Execu-
tive Committee shall constitute the District 
Committee, and the County Chair shall be 
the District Chair. (Texas Election Code 
§171.052)    

(c) For a senatorial district made up of more 
than one county or parts of more than one 
county, the District Committee’s member-
ship shall include the County Chair of each 
county wholly contained within that dis-
trict and one District Committee member 
elected from among their number by each 
group of Precinct Chairs within a portion of 
a county included in such senatorial district. 
The District Committee thus formed shall 
elect its own Chair. The District Committee 
member so elected by the group (or com-
mittee) of Precinct Chairs (from only part 
of a county included in such a multi-county 
district) shall be and act also as Chair of 
such group or committee of Precinct Chairs. 
(Texas Election Code §171.054)

2. Of!cers.

(a) A District Committee may elect of!cers 
in order to accomplish its business. Any 
Democrat quali!ed to hold Party of!ce 
may hold any District Committee of!ce 
other than that of Chair. Chairs must be ei-
ther a Precinct or County Chair. (The of!ce 

of Senatorial District Committee Chair is 
a different of!ce than Senatorial District 
Convention Chair.)

(b) Within 3 days after the meeting of each 
County Executive Committee at which Dis-
trict Committee members are elected, each 
County Chair shall forward to the State 
Chair the names and addresses of the Dis-
trict Committee members and of the District 
Chair selected at the meeting. (Texas Elec-
tion Code §171.053(a) and §171.054(b))

3. Duties. District Committees shall have those 
responsibilities assigned by Texas statutes, such 
as !lling certain vacancies in nominations for 
District of!cials. (Texas Election Code Chapter 
145) They also shall be responsible for any 
duties in connection with Party activities which 
may be assigned by the SDEC. They may and 
should, on their own initiative, undertake such 
efforts on behalf of the Party and its candidates 
which are appropriate on the district level.

4. Other “District Committees.” Certain statutory 
provisions occasionally may require speci!c 
action by a “District Committee” other than 
those based on state senatorial districts. The 
membership of such District Committees 
shall be determined by the same general rules 
applying to the formation of Senatorial District 
Committees, except that the geographical 

the relevant district.

5. Meetings. When a District Committee composed 
of more than one county or of parts of more 
than one county must meet and organize before 
it has a permanent District Chair as provided in 
these Rules, the State Chair shall designate one 
member of the District Committee to serve as 
Temporary Chair to call the meeting to order 
and to preside until the Committee elects its 
own Chair. The permanent District Chair so 
elected shall serve for the remainder of the 
term of of!ce and shall call any subsequent 
meetings held during that time. (Texas Election 

boundaries used shall be those pertaining to 
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Code §171.054(1)(e))

G. Precinct Executive Committee

At a meeting called by the County Chair, the Precinct 
Chairs in each Commissioner precinct and each Justice 
precinct shall select one of their number to serve as 
Chair of a Precinct Executive Committee for each 
respective Commissioner precinct and Justice precinct. 
The Precinct Chairs of the election precincts within 
the Commissioner precinct or Justice precinct shall 
constitute the Precinct Executive Committee. However, 
if any such precinct contains fewer than three county 
election precincts, the County Executive Committee 
shall be the Precinct Executive Committee and the 
County Chair shall serve as Chair of the Committee. 
(Texas Election Code §§ 171.071, 171.072, and 
171.073)

H. Removal From Of!ce For Endorsing Opposing
Party or Candidate

1.  A Party Of!cer shall be removed from of!ce 
if during the current term of of!ce such of!cer 
publicly supports or endorses an opposing 
party or nominee of an opposing party, a person 
seeking the nomination of an opposing party, or 
a non-Democratic candidate seeking an of!ce 
in an election in which candidates may !le by 
party af!liation and a Democrat is seeking the 
of!ce in question.

2.  The terms “publicly supports” and “endorses” 
shall include, but not be limited to: serving on a 
campaign committee; giving !nancial support, 
including contributing money or its equivalent 
such as equipment loans, services or supplies; 
willingly and knowingly allowing the of!cer’s 
name to be used in any kind of letter, public 
endorsement, news release, or advertisement; 
or actively soliciting votes by making a public 
appearance or a door-to-door solicitation of 
votes. 

3. The following procedure shall be used for 
removal of a Party Of!cer:

(a) A complaint may be !led only by a quali-

!ed voter who must be a Democrat and 
who resides in the political subdivision rep-
resented by the subject of!cer.

(b) Complaints concerning a State Party Of!cer 
or SDEC member, a National Committee 
member, or a Senatorial District Chair or 
a County Chair shall be !led with the State 
Chair. Complaints concerning other Party 
Of!cers (except convention delegates) 
shall be forwarded to the County Chair.

(c) Immediately upon receiving a written com-
plaint, together with speci!c evidence that 
a Party Of!cer has violated this rule, the 
appropriate Chair shall notify the subject 
Party Of!cer by certi!ed mail, return re-
ceipt requested, deliver to addressee only, 
stating the nature of the complaint and the 
evidence submitted and providing a copy 
of these rules. The subject Party Of!cer 
shall be advised that unless he or she deliv-
ers to the appropriate Chair within ten (10) 
days after receiving the notice a written de-
nial signed by the Party Of!cer speci!cally 
denying the claims, the appropriate Chair 
shall declare the of!ce held by such Party 
Of!cer vacant.

(d)  If the Party Of!cer fails to deliver the writ-
ten response as required above, the Chair 
immediately shall declare the of!ce held by 
such Party Of!cer to be vacant.

(e)  If the Party Of!cer delivers a written denial 
to the appropriate Chair within the time 
prescribed above, the Chair within !ve 
days thereafter shall determine whether the 
denial fairly and speci!cally denies the al-
legations in the complaint.

(f)  A Chair who determines that the denial 
does not fairly and speci!cally deny the 
allegation shall declare the of!ce held by 
such Party Of!cer to be vacant, and the 
Chair immediately shall mail written notice 
of such decision to the Party Of!cer and the 
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complaining person.

4.  Either party may seek review of the decision 
or action taken by a County Chair by !ling 
a written request with the State Chair within 
10 days after receiving notice of the County 
Chair’s decision. If the County Chair fails to 
mail a notice of the decision required above 
within 21 days from the date the noti!cation of 
the complaint was mailed to the Party Of!cer, 
the complaining party may seek review by the 
State Chair by !ling a written request within 10 
days after the 21-day period.

5.  No vacancy shall be !lled during the time 
allowed to request review or while a review is 
under consideration. 

6.  Within 10 days after receiving a request for 
review, the State Chair shall determine whether 
the action or inaction of the County Chair shall 
be sustained or reversed. The only grounds for 
review shall be:

(a) Whether the complaint against the Party 
Of!cer fairly and speci!cally states an al-
legation of conduct violating these Rules;

(b) Whether the response !led by the Party Of-
!cer fairly and speci!cally denies the alle-
gations in the complaint; and

(c) Whether there are procedural de!ciencies, 
including failure to follow the notice re-
quirements, involving handling the com-
plaint.

7.  The State Chair immediately shall mail written 
notice of the decision regarding the review to 
the County Chair, to the Party Of!cer, and to 
the complaining person. If the State Chair’s 
decision declares a vacancy, the County Chair 
shall initiate the steps necessary to !ll it.

8.  If a County Chair fails to send the original 
notice required by section 3(c) above within 
three days after receiving a complaint, the 
complaining person may present the complaint 

to the State Chair, who, upon receiving the 
complaint, shall assume the duties of the 
County Chair prescribed above.

9.  Any Party Of!cer so removed shall be ineligible 
to serve as a Party Of!cer for the remainder of 
that term. 

I. Duties of District Committees in Special 
Elections

1.  When for any reason a vacancy occurs in 
an of!ce requiring a special election, the 
appropriate District Committee shall meet at 
the call of the State Chair for the purpose of 
considering the endorsement of a candidate 
for the open of!ce. A District Committee may 
endorse a candidate in a special election, even 
if more than one Democrat is seeking election.

2.  The District Committee shall be composed of 
the same members who would convene to !ll 
a statutory ballot vacancy for the open of!ce. 
The State Chair or the State Chair’s designee 
shall preside over the meeting, and a Secretary 
shall be elected by the Committee to keep and 
prepare minutes.

3.  The Chair shall provide at least 72 hours 
notice of the meeting after learning a vacancy 
has occurred or shall occur. In no case shall a 
meeting be called later than 14 days after the 
actual occurrence of the vacancy.

4.  As the !rst order of business, balloting for or 
against an endorsement shall be conducted by 
recorded roll call vote or signed paper ballot. If 
an endorsement is approved, the same procedure 
shall be utilized in voting on candidates for the 
endorsement.

5.  A candidate receiving a two-thirds vote of those 
present shall become the endorsed Democratic 
Party candidate in the special election. If no 
candidate receives a two-thirds vote on the 
!rst ballot, balloting shall continue until one 
candidate receives a two-thirds vote. If no 
candidate has received a two thirds vote after the 
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!fth ballot, the low vote-getter will be removed 
from the list of eligible candidates before the 
sixth ballot is taken and this procedure will 
continue with every succeeding ballot until one 
candidate receives a two-thirds vote. If a tie shall 
occur between the bottom two vote-getters on 
or after the !fth ballot, there will be a coin "ip 
with the loser being removed from the eligible 
list before the next ballot. In the event that !ve 
ballots between only two candidates do not 
result in one candidate receiving a two-thirds 
vote, the candidate receiving the majority vote 
shall be endorsed. If an unresolvable tie occurs 
(one lasting through !ve ballots) between the 
top two vote-getters, then the meeting shall 
be adjourned and there shall be no formally 
endorsed Democratic Party candidate. A 
majority of the District Committee can petition 
the State Chair to re-convene the Committee at 
any time up to ten days prior to the election.

6.  The District Committee’s endorsed candidate 
will receive the help and support of the 
Democratic Party as if he or she were the 
Democratic nominee in the general election. 
The provisions of the Party Rules allowing for 
removal of Party Of!cers for failure to support 
the Democratic nominee shall not apply to an 
of!cer supporting a Democrat other than the 
one endorsed through this process.

ARTICLE IV
PARTY CONVENTIONS

It is a basic and fundamental precept of the Texas 
Democratic Party that always, and at all levels, 
there shall be no secret ballots, there shall be no fees 
charged for voting, and the meetings shall be open.

A. General Rules Governing Party Conventions

1.  Compliance with Rules. Delegates to all Party 
Conventions shall be selected in accordance 
with state law and with these Party Rules and 
in compliance with the rules, regulations, and 
of!cial directives of the previous National 
Convention and of the Democratic National 

Committee, as such directives pertain to the 
next National Convention.

2. Rules.

(a)  It shall be the duty of the presiding of!cer 
at the opening of each convention to ex-
plain the rules governing that convention 
and the ways in which convention actions 
will in"uence important Party actions and 
decisions at subsequent convention levels.

(b)  The current edition of Robert’s Rules of 
Order, Newly Revised, shall govern par-
liamentary procedure in all conventions, 
caucuses, and convention committees, ex-
cept where contrary rules or procedures are 
speci!ed in these Party Rules or by state 
law.

(c)  A copy of all standing Party Rules which 
pertain to the conduct of the State Conven-
tion shall be printed in the of!cial program 
of such Convention to be distributed to 
each Delegate during registration.

(d)  The speci!c time and place for each State 
Convention Committee to meet shall be 
established in advance of the Convention. 
This information shall be printed in the ap-
propriate place in the of!cial Convention 
program distributed to delegates prior to 
the opening of the Convention.

Committees, or any duly elected Party Of-
!cer shall be empowered to charge a nomi-
nal fee, which is to be no greater than the 
unit cost of printing and postage, for any 
materials required by these Rules to be pro-

3. Voting.

(a) Methods of Voting. The following meth-
ods of voting may be used in all conven-
tions, caucuses, and convention commit-
tees: voice vote, (standing) division of the 

vided to interested persons on request.  

(e)  The State Chair, any Permanent Standing 

(Subsection 2 (f) thru (i) available on pg. 52/Appendix)
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house, roll call vote, teller vote, or signed 
written ballot. Unless otherwise speci!ed 
in these Rules, the presiding of!cer may 
determine the voting method to be used on 
each particular question, except that on re-
quest of any quali!ed participant (who need 
not be recognized by the chair to voice such 
request), a standing division vote must be 
held, and the request of one-!fth of the 
quali!ed participants shall require a roll 
call vote.

(b) Secret ballots are speci!cally prohibited.

(c)  Roll Call Votes. The Rules on roll call 
votes shall be as follows: in a Precinct Con-
vention the roll shall be the list of all quali-
!ed Party members present; in a County or 
Senatorial District Convention, the list of 
all precincts within that county or senatori-
al district; and in the State Convention, the 
list of senatorial districts within the state. A 
motion to require a roll call vote shall take 
precedence over any other item of busi-
ness.

(d)  Voting For Of!cers . Voting for the follow-
ing Party Of!cers, if there be more than one 
nominee, shall be by roll call or by written 
ballot. A written ballot shall record each 
delegate’s name, county, senate district and 
delegate’s choice of candidate. Each Of!-
cer shall be voted on separately and not as 
a slate: Permanent Chair of the State Con-
vention, Chair of the SDEC, and National 
Committeemen and Committeewomen.

(e)  Unit Rule. The use of the unit rule or the 
practice of instructing delegations shall not 
be permitted at any level of the convention 
process.

(f)  Proxy Voting. Proxy voting shall be al-
lowed in caucuses, conventions, and con-
vention committees only when speci!cally 
permitted by law. (Texas Election Code 
§174.068) In any case, no proxies from any 

county shall be recognized at any conven-
tion or caucus so long as there is a Delegate 
present to cast the vote of the county. No 
person shall be permitted to hold or to vote 
a proxy for more than one county. (Texas 
Election Code §174.096)

(g) Voting Full Delegate Strength.

(i)  Each multi-county senate district shall vote 
the full Delegate strength to which it is en-
titled, divided proportionately among the 
counties in attendance according to each 
county’s voting strength within the district. 
(Texas Election Code §174.096)

(ii) Each unit at each Convention shall vote the 
full Delegate strength to which it is enti-
tled, divided proportionately to the vote of 
its Delegates in attendance. (Texas Election 
Code §174.068 and §174.096) The voting 
strength of each county in the Senatorial 
District or County Caucus shall be the same 
as the vote of that county on the "oor of the 
Convention.

(iii)  For any county which has no Delegates 
present in person or by proxy, those votes 
shall be apportioned based upon the vote of 
the Senatorial District so that the Senatorial 
District can vote its full Delegate strength.

4.  Media. Representatives of the news media 
shall have the right to attend all conventions for 
purposes of reporting the proceedings. (Texas 
Election Code §174.002)

5.  Minority Reports. Upon the vote of 20% 
of the Delegates to any convention or the 
members of any convention committee, a 
minority report shall be prepared and presented 
to the convention as a whole. Such minority 
report may be submitted to the convention for 
consideration either by way of amendment or 
as a substitute for a majority report, provided, 
however, that additional nominations for any 
Party of!ce always may be made from the 
"oor of the convention by any Delegate, except 
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where Delegates or Party Of!cers are elected 
by smaller units as provided in these Rules.

6.  Resolutions. In order to be considered at State 
Convention, a written resolution must either 
have passed at a county or senatorial district 
convention or have been referred favorably to 
the Convention through the petition process.

7.  Petition Requirements.  A petition signed by 
20% of the Delegates attending any convention 
shall automatically place a speci!ed item of 
business on that Convention’s agenda. A petition 
to have an item placed on the State Convention 
agenda must be submitted on forms prescribed 
by the State Chair. The Delegate signature, 
badge number, and county must be included; 
separate petition forms are required for each 
senatorial district to speed veri!cation.

8.  Presidential Preference. In presidential years, 
all persons nominated for Delegate or Alternate 
or for any Party Committee dealing with the 
Delegate selection process shall make known 
their presidential preference or uncommitted 
status to the relevant assembly prior to their 
election.

9.  Balancing Delegations.

(a) In selecting Delegates and Alternates at all 
levels, the Nominations Committee and the 
Convention itself shall make every effort 
to select persons so that the delegation as a 
whole shall reasonably re"ect the political 
preferences (in non-presidential years) or 
the presidential preference (in presidential 
years) and the proportion of women, young 
people, and minorities present in the dis-
trict or state.

(b) At least one-third of the Delegates and one-
third of the Alternates of any delegation 
elected at any level shall be of the sex op-
posite to that of the rest of the delegation.

10. Ex-Of!cio Delegates.

(a) There shall be no automatic ex-of!cio 

at any level, except that members of the 
Democratic National Committee, Of!cers 
and members of the SDEC and Democratic 
County Chairs shall serve as ex-of!cio 
voting Delegates to the State Convention. 
These ex-of!cio Delegates shall be added 
on as a part of their County and Senatorial 
District delegation. They shall not be 
replaced with an Alternate in their absence. 
In years when redistricting has changed 
district boundaries and numbers, SDEC 
members shall have the option of having 
their automatic delegate position be to 
either the district in which they were elected 
or to their new geographic district. In 
redistricting years, automatic delegates will 
inform the State Chair of their Senatorial 
District choice by no later than the SDEC 
meeting immediately preceding the State 
Convention.

(b) Any incumbent State Chair, Vice Chair, 
member of the SDEC or National Com-
mittee, County Chair, or Senatorial District 
Chair, or Democratic holder of any state or 
federal of!ce, may attend any Democrat-
ic Convention governed by these Rules, 
at any level, without being a Delegate or 
Alternate, and may exercise all "oor privi-
leges, except voting. These "oor privileges 
shall include speaking on any question and 
serving as a Convention Of!cer. (Texas 
Election Code §174.097)

11. Public Of!cials. No person shall be ineligible 
to run for the position of Delegate or Alternate 
by reason of holding any public of!ce.

12. Nominations.

(a) From the Floor. In case there are "oor 
nominations to !ll an of!ce that is to be 
held by more than one person (such as Na-
tional Committeeman or Committeewoman 
or At-Large Delegate to a higher Conven-

Delegates  included  in  convention  delegations 
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tion), a person making a "oor nomination 
shall identify both the "oor nominee and 
nominee of the Nominations Committee 
against whom the "oor nominee will be run-
ning. Proportional representation mandated 
by other Rules shall not be violated by the 
nomination or election of "oor nominees.

(b) Closing Nominations. Unless otherwise 
stated in these Rules, nominations may not 
be closed until either no further nomina-
tions are forthcoming from the "oor or a 
motion to close nominations has passed by 
a two-thirds vote. Such a motion, however, 
shall not be in order until “a reasonable 
time” has elapsed.

13. Non-Attendance at Prior Convention. No 
one shall be barred from election as a Delegate 
or Alternate to any convention because of non-
attendance at that or any preceding convention, 
if such nominee otherwise quali!es for the 
post.

14. Appearing at Committees. Any Delegate 
attending any convention shall have the right 
to appear before any Convention Committee 
to make recommendations, either orally or in 
writing, before the Committee takes !nal action 
on its report. The Committee may establish by 
majority vote reasonable time limits for such 
presentations and shall allot equal time to all 
wishing to appear.

15. Establishment of Districts. The respective 
districts from which the members of Party 
Committees and Convention Delegates at all 
levels are elected in any given voting year—
whether Delegates be elected by popular vote 
in the Primaries or by Party Convention —shall 
be the same as the corresponding districts used 
in the Primary and General Election of that 
voting year.

16. Succession of Delegates at National 
Conventions.

 The succession of Alternate to Delegate status 

at National Conventions shall be governed by 
the following rules:

(a)  A vacant Alternate position shall be !lled 
by the Texas Delegation. The replacement 
shall be of the same presidential preference, 
shall be from Texas, and otherwise shall be 
eligible to serve as a Delegate.

(b)  A Delegate who is to be absent or resigns 
may select from among the Alternates elect-
ed by the State Convention from which the 
Delegate was elected that particular Alter-
nate of the same presidential preference, if 
possible, who shall assume Delegate sta-
tus.

(c)  When the Alternate is selected by the Del-
egate, the date for determining that the 
Delegate and the Alternate have the same 
preference shall be their preferences as of 
the date when the Delegate selects an Al-
ternate.

B. Precinct Conventions

1.  Time and Place. A Precinct Convention shall 
be held in each election precinct on the day of 
the Primary Election. No later than its statutory 
meeting in January, the County Executive 
Committee or, on its failure to act, the County 
Chair, shall set the time for convening Precinct 
Conventions at 7:15 p.m. At the same meeting, 
the County Executive Committee shall 
determine the place for the Precinct Convention 
to be the polling place for that precinct. If the 
polling place is not considered large enough 
for the expected number of participants, the 
County Executive Committee may select an 
alternate place which is located centrally and is 
easily accessible to the public. The time, date, 
place, and purpose of this statutory meeting 
of the County Executive Committee shall be 
publicized in advance. (Texas Election Code 
§174.022)

2.  Posting Notice. At least 10 days before the 
Precinct Convention, the County Chair shall 
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post the time, date, place, and purpose of the 
Precinct Conventions within the county on a 
bulletin board at the County Courthouse and 
shall !le a copy in the County Clerk’s of!ce, 
where it shall be open to public inspection. 
(Texas Election Code §174.023)

3.  Publicizing Meetings. Precinct Chairs shall 
be further responsible for publicizing the 
time, place, and purpose of their respective 
conventions, including posting the time, date, 
place, and purpose of the convention at the 
polling place on election day.

4. Eligibility to Participate . Any quali!ed 
Democratic voter 18 years of age or older who 
resides in the precinct where the convention 
will be held and who votes in the Democratic 
Primary, whether early or in person, shall be 
eligible to attend, to participate in, and to be 
a candidate for any Party Of!ce or for any 
Delegate or Alternate position to be !lled at 
that convention.

5.  Duties of Convention Of!cers. The Permanent 
Chair shall preside over the convention 
immediately upon being elected and shall be 
responsible for appointing any convention 
Committees as the Chair deems necessary or as 
directed by the convention. The Chair also shall 
be responsible for ensuring that an accurate 
written record of convention proceedings is 
kept, including the list of persons present and 
a list of Delegates and Alternates elected to the 
County or Senatorial District Convention. The 
lists shall include residence addresses and cities 
or towns. (Texas Election Code §174.027)

6.  Order of Business. The order of business at 
Precinct Conventions shall be as follows:

(a) Call to Order by the Precinct Chair, or, in 
the Chair’s absence, by any quali!ed par-
ticipant.

(b) Preparation by the Precinct Chair of the 
Temporary Roll of the Convention. This 
shall be a list of quali!ed participants who 

are present, including their residence ad-
dresses with city or town. Persons arriving 
after the list of participants is completed 
and who are otherwise quali!ed to par-
ticipate shall have their names entered on 
the list and may participate in proceedings 
subsequent to their arrival. Such persons, 
however, may not vote on matters previ-
ously voted upon or on which a vote has 
been called for by the Chair. Their political 
preference shall not cause a change in the 
proportional allocation of Delegates if the 
same has been announced at the time call-
ing for the election of Delegates and Alter-
nates in the Order of Business prescribed 
by the Rules.

(c) Election from among those present of a Per-
manent Convention Chair, Secretary, and 
such other Of!cers necessary to conduct 
the business of the Convention.

(d)  Election of Delegates and Alternates to the 
County or Senatorial District Conventions.

(e)  Other Business: Committee reports, if any, 
resolutions, etc.

(f) Adjournment.

7.  Submission of Records. The record and a copy 
shall be signed of!cially by the Permanent 
Convention Chair, sealed, and transmitted 
safely in person, no later than the third day 
after the convention, or by certi!ed mail, return 
receipt requested, no later than the second day 
after the Convention, by the Permanent Chair 
to the County Chair or County Executive 
Committee Secretary, who shall send a copy 
of the delegate and alternate list to State Party 
headquarters. Copies shall be retained on !le 
at both the county and state of!ce until the end 
of the primary election year. (Texas Election 
Code §174.027)

8.  Election of Delegates and Alternates.

(a) Apportionment.
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(1)  Each Precinct Convention shall elect one 
Delegate for each 25 votes, or major frac-
tion thereof, cast in the precinct for the 
Democratic candidate for Governor in the 
last General Election, with each precinct 
entitled to at least one Delegate; provided, 
however, that for the years 2008 and 2010, 
each Precinct Convention shall elect one 
Delegate for each 15 votes, or a major frac-
tion thereof, cast in the precinct for the 
Democratic candidate for Governor in the 
last General Election, with each precinct 

(2)  If boundaries of an election precinct within 
a county were changed after the last Gener-
al Election, however, the County Executive 
Committee shall determine the allocation 
of Delegates to such precinct(s), using any 
fair and reasonable method.

(3)  Each Precinct Convention shall elect one 
Alternate for each Delegate.

(b)  Quali!cations. The quali!cations for Del-
egates and Alternates shall be the same as 
those required for participation in the con-
vention, except that a person otherwise 
quali!ed need not be present at the conven-
tion to be elected a Delegate or Alternate.

9.  Delegation Chair. The Precinct Convention 
either shall elect a Delegation Chair or shall as-
sign this responsibility to the delegation, either 
by action or inaction.

10. Election Procedure in Presidential Years. 
In presidential years, as all quali!ed partici-
pants enter their names, residence addresses, 
and cities or towns upon the Temporary Roll 
of the Convention, they also shall indicate their 
presidential preference or uncommitted status. 
When it is time in the Order of Business to 
elect Delegates and Alternates to the County or 
Senatorial District Convention, the procedure 

shall be as follows:

(a)  The Convention Chair shall announce the 
number of eligible voting members on the 
roll, the number of Delegates and Alternates 
the Convention is entitled to elect, and the 
number and percent of each presidential 
preference or uncommitted status re"ected 
on the roll.

(b)  On the basis of such determination, those 
preferring each presidential candidate and 
those who are uncommitted shall caucus 
separately to elect the same proportion of 
County or Senatorial District Convention 
Delegates and Alternates as their group 
represents at the Precinct Convention. Per-
sons in a group comprising entitlement to 
less than one Delegate may proceed to the 
caucus of their second choice.

(c)  The percentages then will be re!gured, if 
necessary, and the new !gures shall be used 
to allocate positions by preference.

(d)  Within each Caucus, participants may 
nominate themselves or any other partici-
pant in that Caucus for the position of Del-
egate. Nominations shall be open from the 
"oor of the Caucus until a motion is made, 
seconded, and passed by a two-thirds vote 
to close nominations.

(e)  Each participant may cast a number of votes 
equal to the number of Delegates allocated 
to such Caucus. Persons receiving the high-
est number of votes shall be the Delegates 
elected by the Caucus. The same number 
of nominees next highest in the voting shall 
be the Alternates.

(f)  The election of the entire body of Delegates 
and Alternates chosen by the respective 
Caucuses in this manner then shall be rati-
!ed by majority vote of the Precinct Con-
vention.

11. Election Procedure in Non-Presidential 

entitled to at least one Delegate. 
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Years. When it is time in the Order of Business 
to elect Delegates and Alternates to the County 
or Senatorial District Convention, the proce-
dure shall be as follows:

(a)  The Precinct Convention Chair shall an-
nounce the number of eligible voting mem-
bers on the roll and the number of Delegates 
the Convention is entitled to elect.

(b)  The Chair shall then announce that any 
individual or group present may submit a 
written petition to caucus, explain it brie"y, 
and permit other participants at the Con-
vention to sign it. Participants may sign 
only one such petition.

(c)  The Convention Chair should attach copies 
of all signed petitions to the Minutes of the 
Convention.

(d)  Those present who sign each petition shall 
then be permitted to caucus separately to 
elect their proportionate share of the total 
number of Delegates and an equal number 
of Alternates.

(e)  If no petitions are submitted, all Delegates 
and Alternates shall be elected at-large by 
majority vote.

(f)  If one or more petitions are offered, the 
procedures shall be as follows:

(1)  The Chair shall announce the number and 
percentage of participants who signed 
each petition and the proportionate share 
of Delegates and Alternates each group is 
entitled to elect.

(2)  Persons in a group comprising entitlement 
to less than one Delegate may proceed to 
the Caucus of their second choice.

(3)  Within each Caucus, participants may 
nominate themselves or any other quali-
!ed person for the position of Delegate. 
Nominations shall be open from the "oor 
of the Caucus until a motion is made, sec-

onded, and passed by a two-thirds vote to 
close nominations.

(4)  A person otherwise quali!ed need not be 
present at the Convention to be elected 
a Delegate. Each participant may cast 

Persons receiving the highest number of 
votes shall be the Delegates elected by 
that Caucus. The same number of nomi-
nees next highest in the voting shall be the 
Alternates.

(5)  Participants who do not sign a petition 
shall be allowed to caucus as a group to 
elect their proportionate share of the total 
delegation.

(g)  Any remaining Delegates and Alternates 
shall be elected at-large by majority vote.

(h)  The above procedure shall be followed ex-
cept under the circumstances described be-
low:

(1)  If the Convention is entitled to elect only 
one Delegate and one Alternate, they shall 
be elected at-large by majority vote.

(2)  If none of the Caucuses are entitled to at 
least one Delegate and Caucuses do not 
wish to combine to increase their strength, 
all of the Delegates and Alternates shall 
be elected at-large by majority vote.

(3)  If, in the judgment of the Convention 
Chair, the composition of the delegation 
fails to meet the requirements of these 
Rules, the Chair may request any Caucus 
to reconvene for the purpose of achiev-
ing balance or may suggest additional 
quali!cations for anyone to be elected as 
an at-large Delegate or Alternate so that 
balance is achieved in the delegation as 
a whole. A Convention Chair who takes 
such action must specify the applicable 
Rules on which this decision is based.

one vote in the election for Delegate.
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(i)  The election of the entire body of Dele-
gates and Alternates chosen in the manner 
described above then shall be rati!ed by 
majority vote of the Precinct Convention.

C. County and Senatorial Conventions

1.  Time and Place. Each County and Senatorial 
District Convention shall be held on the third 
Saturday after the First Primary; however, if 
that date occurs during Passover or on the day 
following Good Friday, the Convention shall 
be held on the next Saturday that does not 
occur during Passover or on the day following 
Good Friday. The Convention shall be held in 
a place easily accessible to the public and large 
enough to accommodate all participants. The 
Convention shall be publicized in the same 
manner prescribed by Party Rules for Precinct 
Conventions. (Texas Election Code §174.063)

(a) County Conventions. A County Conven-
tion shall be held at a time and place set 
by the County Executive Committee at its 
statutory meeting in January.

(b) Senatorial District Conventions. At the 
statutory meeting of the County Executive 
Committee in January, the Precinct Chairs 

for the election precincts which will select 
Delegates to each Senatorial District Con-
vention or, on their failure to act, the Tem-
porary Chair of the Convention, shall deter-
mine the exact time and place where each 
respective Senatorial District Convention 
shall be held. Each Temporary Chair shall 
post such order on the bulletin board at the 
County Courthouse and !le notice with the 
County Clerk at least 10 days before the 
Convention. Should any Temporary Chair 
fail to post the order and to !le the notice, 
any member of the County Executive Com-
mittee entitled to participate in the decision 
may post and !le such notice. Should more 
than one do so, the !rst posting and !ling in 
point of time shall prevail. (Texas Election 
Code §174.064)

2.  Conditions for Holding Senatorial District 
Convention.

(a) When parts of one county belong to more 
than one senatorial district, there shall be 
held, in lieu of a County Convention, a 
Senatorial District Convention for each 
part of the county falling into a different 
senatorial district.

(b) Any county containing portions of two or 
more senatorial districts may elect to com-
bine the Senatorial District Conventions of 
two or more adjoining senatorial districts 
into a single County or sub-county “Re-
gional” Convention; provided, however, 
that the resulting Convention shall not be 
composed of more than 2,500 delegates. 
The Precinct Chairs in each senatorial dis-
trict involved must by majority vote adopt 
a resolution to hold such Convention at a 
meeting for which 30 days prior notice has 
been mailed to all members of the County 
Executive Committee.

(c) Any such Convention [referred to in fore-
going paragraph (b) above] shall:
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(1) Elect Convention Committees 
proportionately representative of each 
senatorial district in attendance;

(2) Group precincts solely within senatorial 
districts;

(3) Elect At-Large Delegates and Alternates 
from each senatorial district in such 
manner as to ensure that each senatorial 
district receives its proportionate number 
of Delegates and Alternates and that 
such Delegates and Alternates re"ect the 
political preference (in non-presidential 
years) or the presidential preference 
(in presidential years) of that senatorial 
district;

(4) Allow only members of a senatorial 
district to make nominations and vote on 
the election of At-Large Delegates and 
Alternates from that senatorial district on 
the "oor of the Convention.

3. Eligibility to Participate . Each County and 
Senatorial District Convention shall be 
composed of all Delegates (or their Alternates 
who assumed Delegate status) in attendance 
who were duly elected at their respective 
Precinct Conventions. (Texas Election Code 
§174.021)

4. Temporary Roll. The County or Senatorial 
District Chair shall deliver the lists of all such 
Delegates and Alternates to the Convention, 
and these lists shall constitute the Temporary 
Roll. Only those Delegates listed thereon, or 
their Alternates who assume Delegate status, 
may vote on the temporary organization of 
the Convention. Proxy voting shall not be 
permitted. (Texas Election Code §174.068)

5. Committees. Convention Committees shall be 
the Committees on Credentials, Nominations, 
Platform and Resolutions, and Rules and 
Procedures. For those Conventions with thirty 
or more possible Delegates, each committee 
shall be composed of between 8 and 15 

members elected from among the Delegates 
to the Convention by the County or Senatorial 
District Committee at its statutory meeting 
after the First Primary. For those conventions 
with less than thirty possible Delegates, each 
committee shall be composed of between 4 and 
15 members elected from among the Delegates 
to the Convention by the County or Senatorial 
District Committee at its statutory meeting 
after the First Primary.

6. Convention Of!cers.

(a) Generally. The of!cers of the County and 
Senatorial District Convention shall have 
the same duties as those of the Precinct 
Convention, except for disposition of Con-
vention records, which shall be as follows: 
The Permanent Chair shall make out in du-
plicate a certi!ed list, signed by the Perma-
nent Chair and Secretary, of Delegates and 
Alternates to the State Convention and of 
all resolutions adopted by the Convention. 
Within !ve days after the Convention, the 
Chair shall forward these sealed documents 
by registered or certi!ed mail to the State 
Chair prior to any State Convention. (Texas 
Election Code §174.069)

(b) Temporary Chair at County Convention. 
The County Chair, or, if absent any Dele-
gate to the Convention present, shall serve 
as Temporary Convention Chair. (Texas 
Election Code §174.065)

(c) Temporary Chair at Senatorial District 
Convention.

 The Chair of the Senatorial District Com-
mittee shall be the Temporary Chair in a 
Senatorial District Convention composed 
of only part of one county. The Senato-
rial District Committee member (not to be 
confused with the SDEC member for the 
senatorial district) shall be the Temporary 
Chair of the Senatorial District Convention 
for a part of a county which is joined with 
another territory in a senatorial district.



27

7.  Order of Business. The order of business at 
County and Senatorial District Conventions 
shall be as follows:

(a) Call to Order.

(b) Establishment of Temporary Roll of Del-
egates.

(c)  Report of Credentials Committee. The cre-
dentials report shall include recommenda-
tions regarding challenges of Delegates or 
delegations, shall be considered according 
to the Rules in Article V, and shall be acted 
upon before other business is considered.

(d)  Report of the Rules and Procedures Com-
mittee and action on its report.

(e)  Election from among those present of a 
Permanent Convention Chair, a Permanent 
Secretary, and other of!cers necessary to 
conduct Convention business. (Texas Elec-
tion Code §174.065)

(f)  Election of Delegates and Alternates to the 
State Convention.

(g)  Other Business: Committee reports, resolu-
tions, etc.

(h)  Adjournment.

8. Election of Delegates and Alternates.
 

(a) Apportionment. The ratio for the selec-
tion of Delegates to the State Convention 
shall be one Delegate for each 300 votes 
or major fraction thereof cast in the county 
for the Party’s candidate for Governor in 
the last General Election. Each County or 
Senatorial District Convention, however, 
shall elect at least one Delegate and one Al-
ternate to the State Convention; provided, 
however, that for the years 2008 and 2010, 

the ratio shall be one Delegate and one Al-

ternate for each 180 votes or major fraction 

 (b) Number of Alternates. Each County and 
Senatorial District Convention shall elect 
one Alternate for each Delegate.

(c)  Quali!cations. Quali!cations for Dele-
gates to the State Convention shall be the 
same as those for Delegates from the Pre-
cinct Conventions.

9.  Delegation Chair. The County or Senatorial 
District Convention either shall elect 
a Delegation Chair or shall assign this 
responsibility to the delegation, either by action 
or inaction.

10. Election Procedure in Presidential and in 
Non-Presidential Years.

(a)  The order of business for each County or 
Senatorial District Convention shall include 
a provision allocating to each precinct the 
right to elect one Delegate and one Alternate 
for each full 300 votes cast in the precinct 
for the Democratic nominee for Governor 
in the last General Gubernatorial Election; 
provided, however, that for the years 2008 
and 2010, the ratio shall be one Delegate 
and one Alternate for each full 180 votes 

(b)  At its statutory meeting in January, the 
County or Senatorial District Committee 
shall group together precincts which cast 
fewer than 300 votes so that those precincts 
can caucus to elect one Delegate and one 
Alternate for those 300 votes. These group-
ings shall be made on the basis of geograph-
ical proximity and demographic similarity, 
insofar as possible, and shall total a full 300 
votes and as close thereto as possible. No 
precincts shall be divided in the grouping. 
If there be only one such precinct in a coun-
ty, or if all such precincts combined do not 
total a full 300 votes, such precinct(s) shall 
be assigned to another precinct for caucus-
ing purposes by the County or Senatorial 
District Committee at its January meeting. 

cast. 

thereof cast. 
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Provided, however, that for the years 2008 
and 2010, the ratio for the selection of Del-

Delegate for each full 180 votes cast in the 

county for the Party’s candidate for Gov-

(c) When it is time in the Order of Business to 
elect Delegates and Alternates to the State 
Convention, the precincts or grouped pre-
cincts shall caucus and make nominations 
within their respective caucuses according 
to the following procedures:

(1)  Within each caucus, participants may 
nominate themselves or any other quali!ed 
person for the position of Delegate.

(2)  Each Delegate present shall vote for 
one nominee. Those nominees equal 
to the number of Delegates allotted to 
that precinct or group of precincts who 
receive the highest number of votes shall 
be the precinct recommendations for 
Delegates to the State Convention. The 
same number of nominees next highest in 
the voting shall be the recommendations 
for Alternates to the State Convention.

(3)  These nominations shall be forwarded 
immediately to the Nominations 
Committee and shall be included in the list 
of Delegates and Alternates to the State 
Convention. The Nominations Committee 
shall select other nominees for At-Large 
Delegates and Alternates to bring the 
total to the full number authorized for the 
county or senatorial district. Following 
any additional nominations for At-Large 
Delegates which may be made from the 
"oor subsequent to the Nominations 
Committee report, the Convention 
as a whole shall ratify the election of 
Delegates and Alternates recommended 
by the precincts and shall elect the At-
Large Delegates and Alternates needed to 

complete the delegation.

(d)  At the County or Senatorial District Con-
ventions, precincts shall elect their Del-
egates in accordance with Party Rules, and 
At-Large Delegates shall be selected by the 
Convention according to the following pro-
cedure:

(1)  Either a written poll of Delegates or a 
roll call poll of the Convention shall 
be conducted to determine political 
preferences. The method to be used shall 
be determined by the County or Senatorial 
District Committee in advance of the 
Convention or, if it fails to act, by the 
Permanent Convention Chair. The written 
poll of Delegates may be either by ballot 
or by sign-in sheet on forms prescribed 
by the County or Senatorial District 
Committee. These forms shall require 
the signature of each Delegate, attesting 
to the Delegate’s political preference (in 
non-presidential years) or presidential 
preference or uncommitted status (in 
presidential years). No Delegate may sign 
more than once. Final establishment of the 
poll, either by roll call or in writing, shall 
be the !rst order of business immediately 
following the election of Permanent 
Convention Of!cers and before the 
Convention conducts any other business.

(2)  Upon completing the poll, results shall 
be tabulated by a committee appointed 
by the Permanent Convention Chair 
and composed of at least one person 
for each known political or presidential 
preference. The Chair then shall announce 
the tabulation results to the convention 
by number and percentages of votes 
received by each political or presidential 
preference. The tabulation then shall be 
written into the permanent records of the 
Convention and shall be reported as part 
of the minutes. The poll records, including 

egates to the State Convention shall be one 

ernor in the last General Election. 
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the ballots, sign-in sheets, or roll call 
poll, shall be retained by the County or 
Senatorial District Chair as part of the 
of!cial !les of the Convention for at least 
six months. Such records shall be open 
to public inspection at reasonable hours 
upon request.

(3)  Any written forms used in conducting such 
poll, or the announced method of polling, 
if by roll call poll, shall include all known 
political preferences (in non-presidential 
years) or presidential preferences and 
uncommitted status (in presidential years) 
of Delegates, but shall not limit the right 
of any Delegate or group of Delegates to 
indicate their preference in any manner 
which they choose.

(4)  Poll results shall be used by the 
Nominations Committee and by the 
Convention as a whole as the basis for 
nominating and for electing  At-Large 
Delegates so as to ensure the fairest 
possible representation of the Convention 
participants as a whole within the total 
delegation, without disturbing the Precinct 
Caucus election results. The threshold 
will be the lowest allowed by the National 
Committee (which at present is 15%).

(5)  A person nominated for Alternate by 
a Precinct Caucus shall be eligible for 
election as an At-Large Delegate. When 
the Nominations Committee selects an 
Alternate from a Precinct Caucus to 
serve instead as an At-Large Delegate, 
the Nominations Committee shall declare 
such Alternate position vacant and shall 
!ll it as if it were an At-Large Alternate 
position.

(6)  In the case of a tie vote for either Delegate 
or Alternate, the Delegate or Alternate 
shall be determined by lot or chance.

11.  Succession of Alternates to Delegate Status.  

 At the County and Senatorial District 
Convention, the succession of Alternates 
to Delegate status shall be governed by the 
following provisions:

(a)  A Delegate who is to be absent or resigns 
may select from among the Alternates of 
the precinct from which the Delegate was 
elected, the particular political preference 
(in non-presidential years), if possible, or 
the same presidential preference (in presi-
dential years), if possible, who shall take 
the Delegate’s place.

(b)  If a Delegate is unable to or fails to select 
the Alternate to assume Delegate status, the 
delegation shall select from among the Al-
ternates from the precinct from which the 
Delegate was elected, the particular Alter-
nate of the same political preference (in 
non-presidential years), if possible, or of 
the same presidential preference (in presi-
dential years), if possible, who shall take 
the Delegate’s place.

(c)  A vacant Alternate position shall not be 
!lled. 

(d)  When the Alternate is selected by the Del-
egate, the date for determining that the 
Delegate and the Alternate have the same 
preference shall be their preference as of 
the date when the Delegate selects an Al-
ternate.

D. State Convention

1.  Time and Place. The Texas Democratic Party 
shall hold its State Convention in June of even-
numbered years. The time for convening the 
State Convention and the date and place shall 
be selected by the SDEC at least three years in 
advance so as to maximize participation. The 
SDEC shall decide the time, date, and place 
no later than the 59th day before the primary. 
No later than the day of the primary, the State 
Chair shall !le notice of the time, date, and 
place with the Secretary of State and shall mail 
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a copy to all County and Senatorial District 
Chairs. (Texas Election Code §174.092 and 
§174.093)

2.  Notice. The notice of the Convention mailed 
to County and Senatorial District Chairs 
shall include a copy of the Party Rules, any 
supplemental rules which may apply, and the 
proposed Convention agenda.

3.  Eligibility to Participate . The State 
Convention shall be composed of Delegates 
duly elected from County and Senatorial 
District Conventions. Additionally, members 
of the Democratic National Committee, of!cers 
and members of the SDEC, and Democratic 
County Chairs shall serve as ex-of!cio voting 
Delegates to the State Convention.

4. Purpose.

(a)  The purpose of the State Convention shall 
be to elect a State Chair, First Vice Chair, 
Vice Chair for Finance, Secretary and Trea-
surer; to elect the 62 members of the SDEC 
from their respective senatorial districts; to 
adopt a platform which embodies the ba-
sic principles of the Democratic Party and 
which sets forth its positions on current is-
sues of statewide signi!cance for the No-
vember General Election; to announce the 
nominations for Governor and other state 
of!ces; and to attend to any other appropri-
ate business.

(b)  Additionally, in presidential years, the Con-
vention shall elect Delegates and Alternates 
to the Party’s National Convention; elect 
the Party’s of!cial nominees from Texas for 
the Democratic National Committee (such 
nominees shall be elected formally by the 
National Convention in accordance with 
National Committee Rules); and select the 
of!cial slate of Presidential Electors.

5.  Of!cers and Committees.

(a)  Temporary Of!cers. The State Chair may 

designate such Temporary Of!cers and as-
sistants deemed necessary to plan, to ar-
range, and to conduct the necessary work 
of the Convention until Permanent Of!cers 
are elected. These appointees shall have 
those duties which are assigned to them.

(b)  Permanent Of!cers.

(1)  The Permanent Of!cers of the Convention 
shall be a Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, and 
Parliamentarian. The Convention may 
elect such additional Permanent Of!cers 
as the SDEC may recommend to carry on 
Convention business.

(2)  The SDEC shall, by majority vote, 
nominate a Permanent Chair, a Permanent 
Vice Chair of the opposite sex,  a Permanent 
Secretary and a Parliamentarian at least 
one month before the State Convention. 
Additional nominations accompanied by 
a petition signed by at least one percent 
of the duly-elected Delegates to the 
Convention shall be accepted from the 
"oor of the State Convention from any 
Delegate. No Delegate may sign more 
than one nominating petition for any 
given of!ce.

(3)  The Permanent Of!cers of the Convention 
shall be elected by a majority of the State 
Convention Delegates. Each Permanent 
Of!cer shall be voted on separately and 
not as part of a slate.

(c)  Temporary Credentials Committee. A 
Temporary Credentials Committee com-
posed of members shall be appointed by 
the State Chair, who also shall appoint the 
Committee Chair. Its duties shall be to hold 
such preliminary meetings and hearings as 
it deems necessary to gather facts about 
challenges to the credentials of individual 
Delegates or delegations to the State Con-
vention and to report to the SDEC, which 
shall establish the Temporary Roll of the 
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Convention. This written report also shall 
be submitted to the Permanent Credentials 
Committee of the State Convention to ex-
pedite the latter’s work and avoid undue 
delays in the orderly progress of the Con-
vention. The State Chair shall ensure that 
the Temporary Credentials Committee is 
broadly representative of the state’s popu-
lation in terms of geography, age, sex, eth-
nic identity, race, and philosophical persua-
sion.

(d)  Temporary Resolutions Committees.

(1)  The Chair shall convene a Temporary 
Resolutions Committee to consider and 
recommend to the State Convention 
Permanent Resolutions Committee, 
Permanent Platform Committee and 
Permanent Rules Committee resolutions 
submitted by County and Senatorial 
District Conventions.

(2)  The Temporary Resolutions Committee 
shall consist of one member of the 
SDEC from each Senate District. The 
members of each district shall decide 
which member shall serve. If both wish to 
serve, the State Chair shall conduct a coin 
toss to determine the member to serve. If 
neither are able to serve, the State Chair 
shall appoint a replacement from that 
district with the advice and consent of the 
applicable SDEC committee members 
where the vacancy occurred. The State 
Chair shall appoint the Chair of the 
Committee. The Chair does not have to 
be chosen from among those selected as 
members of the Committee.

(3)  The Temporary Resolutions Committee 
shall meet at a time and place and as often 
as necessary as determined by the State 
Chair. A quorum of the Committee shall 
be 10 members.

(4)  All resolutions passed by a County or 

Senatorial District Convention shall 
be submitted with the minutes of the 
Convention to the State Party Chair. The 
Chair shall refer all such resolutions to 
the Temporary Resolutions Committee.

(5)  The Temporary Resolutions Committee 
shall determine if any resolutions or 
substantially similar resolutions have 
passed multiple County or Senatorial 
District Conventions. Any such 
resolution shall be referred directly to the 
Permanent Resolutions Committee for 
consideration. Any other resolution that 
was submitted by a convention shall be 
considered by the committee and must 
obtain a 2/3 vote of the quorum present 
at the meeting to be recommended to the 
Permanent Resolutions Committee at the 
State Convention for consideration. The 
Temporary Resolutions Committee shall 
have the discretion to non-substantively 
re-write and format resolutions to make 
them appropriate for consideration. Such 
changes and formatting shall not require a 
vote of the committee for the changes to 
be made.

(6)  All memorial and congratulatory 
resolutions shall be referred directly to 
the Permanent Resolutions Committee 
of the State Convention. The Permanent 
Committee may recommend them as one 
motion for adoption by the Convention 
with a direction for the Party staff to 
prepare the adopted resolutions for 
presentation to the group, person or their 
family, as appropriate.

(7)  Any resolution that addresses a local issue 
or policy that does not rise to statewide 
signi!cance should not be recommended 
by the Temporary Resolutions Committee 
for a State Convention vote. Such 
resolutions have served their purpose 
upon adoption by the local County or 
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Senatorial District Convention.

(8)  All resolutions that pertain to the 
Rules of the Texas Democratic Party, 
party procedural matters or other party 
governance issues shall be referred by the 
Temporary Resolutions Committee to the 
Permanent Rules Committee of the State 
Convention.

(9)  Any resolution that considers an idea 
or policy that should be considered for 
inclusion in the Party Platform shall be 
referred by the Temporary Resolutions 
Committee to the Permanent Platform 
Committee of the State Convention.

(e)  Resolution Recommendation or Adop-
tion by Petition.

(1)  Any Delegate or Alternate to the State 
Convention may submit to the Chair 
or a designee a proposed resolution for 
consideration by the Convention. The 
resolution shall be !led between the 
hours of 9 am and 6 pm on Friday of the 
State Convention. It shall be assigned a 
Resolution Number and given a short 
title.

(2)  Proponents of the resolution will be given 
a prescribed petition form for the purpose 
of obtaining signatures. It shall be the 
responsibility of the proponents of the 
resolution to reproduce suf!cient copies 
of the petition.

(3)  Each signature must be accompanied with 
the Senate District number of the signer. 
Alternates to the Convention may sign 
any petition even if they have not been 
elevated to Delegate status.

(4)  Any resolution for which signatures have 
been obtained from 30% of the number 
of Delegates to the Convention (as 
certi!ed by the Credentials Committee 
as the Permanent Roll) shall be presented 

to the Convention for discussion and a 
vote. A submission of such resolution 
shall immediately be recognized as being 
before the Convention as the next order 
of business after completion of any item 
then under consideration. Any resolution 
for which signatures in excess of 50% 
of the number of Delegates to the State 
Convention have been obtained shall 
be adopted by the Convention upon 
submission to the Permanent Chair and 
shall not require a vote of the Convention. 
The Permanent Chair shall announce the 
adoption of such resolution.

(f)  Permanent Committees.

(1)  Composition. The Permanent Committees 
of the State Convention shall be those 
on Credentials, Nominations, Platform, 
Resolutions, and Rules. In presidential 
years, there shall also be the Nominations 
Committee for At-Large Delegates to the 
National Convention. Each Permanent 
Committee except Credentials shall be 
composed of 34 members, one member 
to be elected to each Committee by 
each Senatorial District Caucus and 
three members to be appointed by the 
Permanent Convention Chair. The 
Permanent Credentials Committee shall 
consist of 33 members, one elected by 
each Senatorial District Caucus, and the 
Permanent Chair and Secretary appointed 
by the State Chair.

(2)  Temporary Chair. The Permanent 
Convention Chair shall designate one 
member of each Permanent Committee 
to be Temporary Chair. The Temporary 
Credentials Committee Chair shall serve 
as an ex-of!cio member of the Permanent 
Credentials Committee but shall not vote 
unless that person is one of the members 
elected by a Caucus or one of the two 
of!cers appointed by the State Chair.
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(3)  Order of Business. The !rst order of 
business of each Permanent Committee 
shall be to elect a Permanent Chair and 
a Permanent Secretary from among its 
membership.

(g)  Duties. The duties of the Permanent Com-
mittees shall be as follows:

(1)  The Permanent Credentials Committee 
shall make recommendations to the 
Convention as to the !nal resolution of 
all challenges regarding the credentials of 
Delegates to the State Convention.

(2)  The Nominations Committee shall 
nominate the of!cers of the SDEC and the 
SDEC members recommended by their 
respective Senatorial District Caucuses 
and, in presidential years, the DNC 
representatives. In presidential years, the 
duties of the Nominations Committee 
for At-Large Delegates to the National 
Convention shall be those implied by its 
title or as assigned by the National Party 
Rules.

(3)  The Platform Committee shall write and 
recommend to the Convention a Party 
platform for the November General 
Election.

(4)  The Resolutions Committee shall consider 
and recommend all resolutions submitted 
to the Convention, other than those within 
the proper jurisdiction of the Platform 
Committee.

(5)  The Rules Committee shall consider and 
recommend any proposed amendments to 
the permanent Party Rules and shall assist 
the Convention Chair and Parliamentarian, 
at their request, in interpreting the 
applicability of these Rules to questions 
of organization and procedure at the 
Convention.

6.  Order of Business. The order of business at 

the State Convention shall be as follows:

(a)  Call to order by the State Chair following 
the State Democratic Executive Committee 
on Thursday for the purpose of announcing 
the Temporary Roll and convention proce-
dures. This shall occur in the same location 
and upon adjournment of the SDEC meet-
ing. No votes of the full Convention shall 
occur until after the Friday evening Open-
ing Ceremonies.

(b) SDEC Report on the Temporary Roll. 

(c)  State Chair announces the time and place 
for Senate District Caucuses to be held. 
The Senate District Caucus shall elect one 
member to each of the following Perma-
nent Committees of the Convention and 
other positions as listed:

(1)  Credentials Committee

(2)  Platform Committee

(3)  Resolutions Committee

(4)  Rules Committee

(5) Nominations  Committee for SDEC   of!-
cers  and SDEC members   recommended 
by Senatorial District Caucuses, and in 
presidential years, members of the Demo-
cratic National Committee and Presiden-
tial Electors

(6) Recommendation for SDEC Committee-
man

(7) Recommendation for SDEC Committee-
woman 

In presidential years:

(8) Nominations Committee for At-Large 
Delegates to the National Convention

(9) Recommendation for Presidential 
Elector(s) as allotted to those Caucuses 
under these Rules
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(10) Delegates and Alternates to the National   
   Convention as allocated to them

(d)  State Chair announces time and location 
for the Permanent Credentials Commit-
tee to meet. Chair announces the Chair’s 
appointment of a Permanent Chair and a 
Secretary of such Committee. The Perma-
nent Credentials Committee shall begin its 
deliberations at the appointed hour or as 
soon thereafter as a quorum is established. 
Members arriving after the Committee has 
made a decision on any given challenge 
may not vote on a motion to reconsider, but 
may vote and debate on all other motions 
subsequent to their arrival.

(e)  State Chair announces time certain for 
Opening Ceremonies.

(f)  State Chair announces that the convention  
stands at recess until the Opening Ceremo-
nies. In a presidential year, the State Chair 
shall also announce the conduct of a writ-
ten poll to determine the presidential pref-
erence of each participating delegate. The 
announcement shall include the exact loca-
tion where the sign-in will occur and the 
beginning time, which shall be no later than 
10 am on Friday.

(g)  Each Senate District Caucus is held at the 
time and place on Friday assigned by the 
State Chair. The Caucus may be called to 
order by either SDEC member or, if absent, 
by any Delegate from said District. The 
Caucus shall elect a Permanent Chair of 
the Caucus. The Permanent Chair shall ap-
point a clerk to !ll out all necessary forms 
and reports of caucus results. The election 
of the Permanent Credentials Committee 
member shall precede any other elections. 
All Caucuses shall recess one hour before 
the stated opening ceremony time. Any 
caucuses who have not completed their 
business shall reconvene no sooner than 10 
minutes after recess of the full Convention 

on Friday night at a place decided by the 
Caucus Chair in consultation with the State 
Chair or their designee.

(h)  State Chair calls Convention back to order 
at previously announced time, followed 
by presentation of colors, the national and 
state anthems, and the invocation. (Texas 
Election Code Section §174.094).

(i)  State Chair announces that presidential 
preference poll shall close at a time certain 
no less than one hour hence.

(j)  State Chair introduces the Temporary Of!-
cers of the State Convention and turns over 
the gavel to the Temporary Chair, if differ-
ent from the State Chair.

(k)  Remarks by Temporary Chair, Welcome 
Address, etc., and speeches by invited dig-
nitaries.

(l)  Report of the Permanent Credentials Com-
mittee and action on report.

(m) Report from the SDEC on its nomination 
for Permanent Convention Chair, followed 
by nominations from the "oor.

(n)  Election of Permanent Convention Chair.

(o)  Permanent Chair assumes duties.

(p)  Permanent Chair announces the Chair’s 
appointment of Temporary Chairs and two 
additional members of each Permanent 
Committee and announces where the Com-
mittees will meet the following morning at 
8 am.

(q)  In a presidential year, Permanent Chair 
announces the results of the presidential 
preference sign-in and the allocation of 
At-Large Delegates and Alternates to each 
presidential preference.

(r)  Permanent Chair further announces that the 
Convention will recess until the following 
morning so that the Permanent Convention 
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Committees may transact their business.

(s)  Senatorial District Caucus Chairs deliver 
written report on the results of their Cau-
cuses to the Chair or designee immedi-
ately upon completion of their caucuses. 
Any Senate District that did not !nish its 
business during the afternoon caucus shall 
deliver any partial reports to the Chair or 
designee before the Opening Ceremonies 
and the remainder of the information upon 
conclusion of the caucus.

(t)  Chair announces location of any Senate 
District Caucuses that did not !nish their 
business during the afternoon.

(u)  Convention reconvenes on the second day 
of the Convention and the Permanent Chair 
calls the Convention back to order.

(v)  Report from the SDEC on its nominations 
for Permanent Of!cers of the Convention 
(other than Permanent Chair) followed by 
nominations from the "oor.

(w) Election of Permanent Of!cers (other than 
Permanent Chair).

(x)  Report of Rules Committee and action on 
report.

(y)  Report of Nominations Committee and ac-
tion on report, including the Committee’s 
nominations for State Party Of!cers and 
for SDEC members recommended by their 
respective Senatorial District Caucuses 
and, in presidential years, the Committee’s 
recommendations for National Committee 
members and Presidential Electors.

(z)  Permanent Chair reads list of Senatorial 
District nominees to SDEC, followed by 
formal vote of rati!cation by Convention.

(aa) In presidential years, the following shall  
occur at this point in the order of business:

(1)  Permanent Chair reads list of all National 

Convention Delegates and Alternates 
elected by Senatorial District Caucuses.

(2)  Report of Nominations Committee for 
At-Large Delegates and action on report.

(bb) Report of Platform Committee and action 
   on report.

(cc) Report of Resolutions Committee and ac-
tion on report.

(dd) Announcements and further business.

(ee) Adjournment.

 Because of the uncertainty of the length of 
any particular Permanent Committee meet-
ing, the Permanent Chair may take Com-
mittee reports out of this order. Further, the 
reports of any Committee may be divided 
and partial reports given and adopted as 
necessary. Speci!cally, the report of the 
Committee on Resolutions can be made 
by the Chair of the Resolutions Committee 
forwarding individual resolutions as they 
are recommended by the Committee to the 
Permanent Chair for action.

7.  Presidential Preference Poll in Presidential 
Years

(a) A written poll to determine the presidential 
preference of each participating Delegate 
shall be conducted. The State Chair shall 
establish and announce a location within 
the convention hall where delegates shall 
be able to perform this action.

(b) Poll results shall be reported on of!cial sign-
in sheets prescribed by the State Commit-
tee. Each sign-in shall contain, at the top, a 
statement attesting that each signer pledges 
support to the candidate whose caucus he 
or she joins. No Delegate may sign-in more 
than once.

(c) In order to sign-in, the Delegate shall show 
their delegate badge, sign the poll of their 
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choice and write their presidential prefer-
ence or uncommitted status on their creden-
tial in a designated location. The credential 
shall be stamped or marked to show that 
the Delegate has designated their choice by 
participating in the sign-in poll.

(d)  The poll shall continue until a time certain 
announced by the State Chair which will be 
at least one hour after said announcement 
following the Opening Ceremonies on Fri-
day night.

(e)  Poll results shall be tabulated by the Tem-
porary Chair of the Permanent Committee 
on Nominations of National Delegates and 
Alternates, assisted by a committee ap-
pointed by the State Chair, composed of 
one person from each presidential prefer-
ence group. The Temporary Chair of the 
Permanent Committee on Nominations 
shall determine the tabulation results by 
number and percent of votes received by 
each presidential preference.

(f)  The Chair shall announce the results of the 
sign in for the convention as a whole by 
number and percent of sign-ins received by 
each presidential or uncommitted prefer-
ence and by the number of Pledged Party 
and Elected Of!cial Delegates and number 
of At-Large Delegates allocated to each 
presidential or uncommitted preference.

(g)  These sign-in sheets and !nal tabulations 
shall be available for public inspection af-
ter the convention at the State Democratic 
Executive Committee’s of!ce.

8.  Election of National Delegates/Alternates. 
The election of Delegates and Alternates to the 
National Convention shall be governed by the 
Texas Delegate Selection Plan adopted by the 
SDEC and approved by the National Committee 
for that presidential year.

9.  Election of National Committee Members. 
At the State Convention held in presidential 

years, the Convention shall elect, by majority 
vote, the Texas nominees to the Democratic 
National Committee (DNC). The number of 
these members shall be set by the DNC, and their 
election shall be subject to formal rati!cation 
by the National Convention, as provided by the 
Rules of the National Committee.

(a)  Quali!cations. The quali!cations for Na-
tional Committeemen and National Com-
mitteewomen shall be the same as those 
prescribed for Party membership in Article 
II.B. of these Rules.

(b)  Pledge of Support. The National Commit-
teemen and Committeewomen must de-
clare af!rmatively in favor of the Party’s 
nominees for President and Vice President 
within one month after the National Con-
vention, or they shall be subject to removal 
from of!ce by the National Committee.

(c)  Terms. The term of of!ce for National 
Committee members shall begin immedi-
ately following the National Convention 
which rati!es their selection, or following 
rati!cation by the National Committee if a 
member is elected to !ll an unexpired term. 
The regular four-year term shall extend 
through the !rst National Convention held 
subsequent to the election of such members 
or until their successors are elected and 
quali!ed.

(d)  Nominations. In presidential years, the 
Nominations Committee shall consider all 
recommendations made to it by Conven-
tion Delegates and all nominations made 
by Committee members for National Com-
mittee members. The Committee’s report 
to the Convention may include more than 
one nomination for any position on the Na-
tional Committee.

(e) Elections. After the Nominations Commit-
tee presents its report to the Convention, 
minority reports which comply with Party 
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Rules shall be presented, followed by ad-
ditional nominations, if any, from the Con-
vention "oor. The Convention as a whole 
then shall elect each of its National Com-
mittee members by majority vote.

(f)  Vacancies. Any vacancy in these of!ces 
which occurs after a National Convention 
and before the next presidential State Con-
vention shall be !lled promptly by a major-
ity of the SDEC, provided that members re-
ceive written notice at least 30 days before 
the meeting at which the election will be 
held. Any member of the SDEC may nomi-
nate a candidate for the vacant of!ce.

10. Election of Presidential Elector Candidates. 
At its State Convention, in presidential years, 
the Party shall nominate as many Presidential 
Elector candidates as the total number of U.S. 
Senators and U.S. Representatives to which the 
state legally is entitled at that time.

(a)  Quali!cations. The quali!cations for 
Presidential Elector candidates shall be the 
same as those prescribed for Party member-
ship in Article II.B of these Rules. Legally, 
however, a Presidential Elector may not be 
a member of the United States Congress or 
anyone who “holds any other federal of!ce 
of pro!t or trust.” (Texas Election Code 
§192.002)

(b)  Duties. The duties of Presidential Electors 
shall be to meet in the Capitol Building at 
Austin on the !rst Monday after the second 
Wednesday in December following their 
election (or at such other time and place as 
may be required by law), and to vote for 
President and Vice President of the United 
States, making such return thereof as is re-
quired by federal law.

(c)  Election Procedure. Presidential Elector 
candidates shall be chosen in the following 
manner:

(1)  Each Senatorial District Caucus shall 

elect by majority vote one candidate for 
Presidential Elector. If Texas is entitled 
to more than 31 Electors, each senatorial 
district shall be entitled to one Elector 
and the remaining Elector positions shall 
go to the senatorial districts with the 
highest vote for the Democratic nominee 
in the preceding presidential election in 
descending order until all positions are 
allocated.

(2)  The names of all Electors so chosen by 
the Senatorial District Caucuses shall be 
submitted to the Convention’s Permanent 
Nominations Committee for SDEC 
members. The Committee shall compile 
a list of these Electors to report to the 
Convention and shall make any additional 
nominations or any determinations by lot 
necessary to make the slate numerically 
correct. The required number of 
Presidential Elector candidates shall be 
certi!ed to the Secretary of State by the 
State Chair and Secretary at least 60 days 
before the election. (Texas Election Code 
§ 192.031)

(d)  Af!davit . After the Party’s National Con-
vention and prior to September 1, each Pres-
idential Elector candidate shall !le with the 
State Chair a written af!davit attesting the 
intention to support the Party’s Presidential 
and Vice Presidential nominees. Any Elec-
tor candidate chosen at the State Conven-
tion who fails to !le such an af!davit shall 
be replaced by the SDEC with an Elector 
from the same senatorial district.

(e)  Vacancies. If for any cause, before the Gen-
eral Election, a Party’s chosen Elector be-
comes legally disquali!ed, the State Chair 
shall certify the replacement name and ad-
dress to the Secretary of State. If for any 
cause, after the General Election, a Party’s 
chosen Elector fails to attend the meeting 
of the Electors and vote as required by law, 
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or if an Elector becomes legally disquali-
!ed, a majority of the quali!ed Electors 
present after having convened may appoint 
a successor and shall report such action im-
mediately to the Secretary of State. (Texas 
Election Code § 192.004 and § 192.007)

11.  Succession of Alternates to Delegate Status. 
The succession of Alternates to Delegate status 
at the State Convention shall be governed by 
the following provisions:

(a)  A Delegate who is to be absent or resigns 
may select from among the Alternates of 
the county, if elected by a County Conven-
tion, or senatorial district, if elected by a 
Senatorial District Convention, from which 
the Delegate was elected, the particular Al-
ternate of the same political preference (in 
non-presidential years) or presidential pref-
erence (in presidential years), if possible, 
who shall assume Delegate status. Ex-of!-
cio Delegates (Article IV.D.3) shall not be 
replaced if absent.

(b)  If a Delegate is unable to, or fails to, select 
the Alternate to assume Delegate status, the 
delegation shall select an Alternate who 
meets the criteria described above.

(c)  A vacant Alternate position shall not be 
!lled. 

(d)  When the Alternate is selected by the Del-
egate, the date for determining that the 
Delegate and the Alternate have the same 
political preference (in a non-presidential 
year) or the same presidential preference 
(in a presidential year) shall be their pref-
erences as of the date when the Delegate 
selects an Alternate.

ARTICLE V
CHALLENGES

The following rules shall govern credentials challenges 

at County, Senatorial District, and State Conventions:

1.  Any Democrat may challenge any Delegate 
or Alternate, or any group of Delegates and/or 
Alternates certi!ed to any Convention, provided 
the challenger and the challenged parties reside 
in the same county (or senatorial district) whose 
Convention elected the challenged Delegate(s) 
or Alternate(s). In the case of the County or 
Senatorial District Convention, the challenger 
shall deliver the copy of the challenge to the 
County or Senatorial District Chair and to the 
challenged Delegate(s) or Alternate(s) at least 
3 days before the date of the Convention. In 
the case of a State Convention, the challenger 
shall deliver a copy of the challenge to the State 
Chair and to the challenged Delegate(s) or 
Alternate(s) within 16 days after the date of the 
County and Senatorial District Conventions.

2.  Delegations, Delegates, or Alternates may be 
challenged for allegations of violations of these 
Party Rules.

3.  The challenge shall be in writing and shall 
include the name and address of the Delegate(s) 
or Alternate(s) challenged and the precise 
grounds on which the challenge is based.

4.  The State Chair shall send all challenges to the 
Chair of the Temporary Credentials Committee 
of the State Convention and to the Delegates 
or Alternates who are challenged. This shall be 
done as soon as possible after the challenges 
are received at the State Party Headquarters.

5. The Chairs of the Permanent Committee on 
Credentials of County and Senatorial District 
Conventions and the Chair of the Temporary 
Credentials Committee of the State Convention 
shall convene their respective Committees at 
the site of the Convention in question at least 
24 hours before the time when the Convention 
is to meet.

6.  The Credentials Committee of any Convention 
shall consider any statements from the 
challenger, from the Delegates or Alternates 
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being challenged, and from any other person 
who wishes to testify on the challenge. In 
hearing a challenge, the Credentials Committee 
may allot a period of time within which the 
challenger and the challenged shall be granted 
equal time to make their statements.

7.  In the case of a challenge, the Credentials 
Committee shall report to the Convention the 
names of the Delegates or Alternates whom the 
Committee believes are entitled to participate 
in the Convention. A minority of 20% of the 
Committee may present a minority report 
on any challenge to the Convention. When a 
number of challenges are to be resolved, the 
Credentials Committee shall report on each in 
alphabetical or numerical order by county or by 
precinct in which the Delegates or Alternates 
being challenged reside.

8.  The Convention shall vote separately on each 
challenge presented as part of the report of 
the Credentials Committee. The report of the 
Credentials Committee on each challenge 
must be approved by a majority vote of the 
Convention before a Delegate or Alternate 
being challenged may participate further in 
the Convention. No challenged Delegate 
or Alternate may vote on the report of the 
Credentials Committee which involves the 
Delegate’s or Alternate’s respective challenge.

ARTICLE VI
ADOPTION, STATUS, AMENDMENT,

PUBLICIZING OF RULES AND
PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

A. Adoption and Status

1.  These Rules shall continue in force until 
rescinded or permanently changed by action 
of the State Convention, or as temporarily 
amended by the SDEC as provided herein, and 
are enforceable by mandamus proceedings as 

provided under Texas law.

2.  Notwithstanding anything in these Rules to the 
contrary, the laws of the State of Texas take 
precedence over these Rules in the event of a 
con"ict, so long as application of those laws 
does not infringe on the Party’s rights of self-
government under the Constitutions of the 
United States and the State of Texas.

3.  Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 
any statute that burdens the Delegate selection 
process in such a way as to create a con"ict 
with National Party Rules relating to Delegate 
selection or instruction shall not be given effect 
if, in the opinion of the SDEC, such statute 
would imperil the participation of the Texas 
Democratic Party in National Party affairs. 
Such determination shall be made by the SDEC 
after 30 days notice and by a two-thirds vote of 
the membership.

B. Amendment

1.  These Rules may be permanently amended, 
altered, or repealed only by a majority vote of 
the State Convention.

2.  Between State Conventions, they may be tempo-
rarily changed for good cause by three-fourths 
vote of the SDEC; provided, however, that the 
vote to amend shall constitute three-fourths 
of the entire Committee membership and also 
provided that each member of the SDEC re-
ceive written notice including the full text of 
any proposed amendments at least one month 
in advance of a meeting held for this purpose. 
All such amendments shall be presented to the 
next State Convention for approval, although 
they shall be in effect and binding until such 
Convention is held.

3.  If any amendment attached by the SDEC be 
rejected by the State Convention, it may not 
be proposed again until the following State 
Convention.

C. Publicizing of Rules
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1.  Publicizing of these Rules shall be made 
by mailing a copy to all County Chairs and 
members of the SDEC and to interested persons 
who request copies from the State Headquarters. 
The State Chair, County Chairs and members of 
the SDEC shall make every effort to publicize 
the Rules well in advance of each Convention 
and to explain them summarily at the opening 
of each Convention.

2.  A copy of any amendment to these Rules shall 
be !led promptly with the Secretary of State and 
shall be included in all sets of Rules distributed 
from the State Headquarters.

D. Parliamentary Authority

The parliamentary authority of the Texas Democratic 
Party, its clubs and af!liated organizations shall be 
the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly 
Revised.  The parliamentary authority shall govern all 
meetings, committees and conventions except where 
superseded by federal and state laws and these Rules.

ARTICLE VII
NATIONAL DELEGATE SELECTION RULES

A. Delegates

1.  In presidential years, the Party shall hold a 
presidential preference primary election (the 
“presidential primary”) at the same time, in 
the same manner, and using the same ballot 
as for the general primary election (the “!rst 
primary”). (Texas Election Code §191.004)

2.  To qualify for a place on the presidential 
primary ballot, a candidate must:

(a) Timely !le all documents, if any, required 
by the Texas Af!rmative Action Plan or the 
Texas National Delegate Selection Plan.

(b) File an application for a place on the presi-
dential primary ballot in accordance with 
the same Election Code provisions applica-
ble to a candidate for the United States Sen-

ate, including submission of an appropriate 
petition subject to the limitations of Section 
191.002 of the Texas Election Code or pay-
ment of the same !ling fee. The oath on the 
application of a presidential candidate shall 
be:

 “I, ________________________(Name), 
of __________________________(City), 
_____________________(County/Parish), 
_____________(State), being a candidate 
for the Of!ce of President of the United 
States, swear that I will support and defend 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States. I further swear that I will fully sup-
port the Democratic nominee for President, 
whoever that shall be.”

3.  The names of all candidates qualifying to 
appear on the presidential primary ballot shall 
be certi!ed in accordance with Article III.C.1. 
of these Rules, except that the State Chair 
also shall certify all presidential preferences 
to the Secretary of State. The SDEC shall, 
at the meeting required in Article III.C.1., 
decide by majority vote whether to include 
“Uncommitted” as an alternative on the 
presidential primary ballot. (Texas Election 
Code §191.004)

4.  Results of the presidential preference primary 
election shall be canvassed at the same time 
and in the same manner as for the !rst primary, 
except that the SDEC also shall certify the 
results of the presidential preference primary 
election totaled by senatorial district.

5.  The total number of Delegates and Alternates to 
the National Convention shall be that number 
allocated by the National Committee in its 
of!cial Call to the Convention.

6.  The process for selection of Delegates and 
Alternates to the National Convention shall 
be governed by the Texas National Delegate 
Selection Plan adopted by the SDEC for the 
presidential year. If the Plan and these Rules 
con"ict as relates to the selection of Delegates 
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and Alternates to the National Convention, the 
Plan shall be considered to supersede these 
Rules for that purpose alone.

7.  Each elected Delegate shall be entitled to cast 
one vote at the National Convention, and the 
total vote permitted the State’s delegation 
shall not exceed the number of its Delegates in 
attendance at the Convention.

(a)  At least 75% of the base number of Del-
egates, not including designated Party and 
Elected Of!cial Delegates, shall be elected 
by Senatorial District Caucuses at the State 
Convention. The exact number (between 
75% and 100%) to be so elected shall be 
determined by majority vote of the SDEC 
at its meeting in January of presidential 
years and shall be included in the of!cial 
Call to the State Convention of that year.

(b)  Such Delegates shall be apportioned among 
the 31 senatorial districts by a formula giv-
ing equal weight to (a) the Democratic vote 
in the last gubernatorial election; and (b) 
the Democratic vote in the last presidential 
election. The formula may be stated math-
ematically as follows:

 
 Let P equal a given district’s percentage of 

the statewide Democratic vote in the last  
gubernatorial election, and let V equal that 
district’s percentage of the total statewide 
vote for the Democratic nominee in the 
last presidential election (district vote/state 
vote).

 (P + V) divided by 2 = that district’s per-
centage of the total number of Delegates to 
be elected by the senatorial districts, as op-
posed to the number to be elected at-large.

(c)  To apply the apportionment formula, multi-
ply the resulting percentage times the total 
number of Delegates to be elected from all 
Senatorial District Caucuses. Assign each 
Senatorial District Caucus the whole num-
ber of Delegates resulting from this prod-

uct. Assign remaining Delegates to Senato-
rial District Caucuses in descending order 
of fractional remainder, until all allocated 
Delegates have been assigned.

9.  The remaining Delegates to the National 
Convention (between 0% and 25%) shall 
be elected at-large by majority vote of the 
State Convention as a whole. Such At-
Large Delegates shall be nominated by 
the Convention’s Permanent Nominations 
Committee for At-Large Delegates and/or from 
the "oor, in accordance with these Rules.

10. The explicit number of National Convention 
Delegates to be elected by each senatorial 
district and the explicit number to be elected 
at-large by the Convention according to the 
above procedures shall be announced by 
the State Chair and certi!ed to the Secretary 
of State at least 30 days prior to the Precinct 
Conventions.

(a) The procedure for nominating and for elect-
ing Delegates within the Senatorial District 
Caucuses shall be as follows:

 Each Senatorial District Caucus may 
choose, by majority vote, any of the fol-
lowing methods to nominate such of!cers, 
Delegates, Alternates, and members of per-
manent Convention Committees which the 
Caucus is entitled to elect:  Elect a Nomina-
tions Committee(s); direct the Caucus Chair 
to appoint a Nomination Committee(s); or 
act as a Committee of the Whole, with all 
nominations made from the Caucus Floor.

(b)  Regardless of the method chosen, however, 
all persons eligible to participate in a Caucus 
shall be permitted to nominate themselves 
or other eligible persons for any of!ce to 
be !lled by the Caucus. If a Nominations 
Committee is appointed, such nominations 
may be made by submitting them in writ-
ing to the Nominations Committee of the 
Caucus and/or by proposing them from the 

8.

11.
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"oor after a Nominations Committee has 
made its report and before a vote is taken.

(c) Election shall be by majority vote of the 
duly-elected Delegates in attendance at 
the Caucus, each casting a proportionate 
share of the full voting strength allotted to 
the county represented, and each entitled 
to vote for as many Of!ces, Delegates and 
Convention Committee members as there 
are positions to be !lled by the Senatorial 
District Caucus.

12. No Texas Delegate to a National Convention 
may be selected by any method, whether 
called “direct election primary” or otherwise, 
which has the effect of being a winner-take-all 
Primary.

B. Alternates

1.  The total number of  Alternates shall be 
allocated among the senatorial districts in the 
same manner speci!ed for Delegates, except 
that the exact number of Alternates to be elected 
by the Senatorial District Caucuses (between 
75% and 100%) need not be set by the SDEC at 
a percentage identical to that set for Delegates.

2. After the Senatorial District Caucuses elect 
Delegates to the National Convention, they 
shall nominate and elect their Alternates in 

the same manner. A person nominated for 
Alternate by a Senatorial District Caucus shall 
be eligible for election as an At-Large Delegate. 
When the Nominations Committee selects an 
Alternate from a Senatorial District Caucus 
to serve instead as an At-Large Delegate, the 
Nominations Committee shall declare such 
Alternate position vacant and shall !ll it as if it 
were an At-Large Alternate position.

3.  Following the election of At-Large Delegates 
by the Convention, At-Large Alternates shall 
be elected in the same manner.

C. Succession of Alternates to Delegate Status

Alternates shall succeed to Delegate status according 
to the procedures outlined in Article IV.A.16 of these 
Party Rules.

D. Guidelines for Representation of the Delegation

1.  The Convention shall make every feasible effort 
to encourage representation on the National 
Convention delegation of women, minorities, 
and youth in reasonable relationship to their 
presence in the population of the state.

2.  Candidates for Delegate or Alternate shall 
be required to make known their presidential 
preference or uncommitted status to the relevant 
assembly prior to their election. 
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A total of 126 delegate positions (three-quarters of 
the base delegation) will be distributed to presidential 
candidates based on the results of the primary. Forty-
two delegate positions (one-quarter of the base 
delegation) will be distributed based on the number of 
people attending the party’s conventions. The delegates 
themselves will be elected at our State Convention 
June 6-7, 2008, in Austin. 

CONVENTION SYSTEM 

Texas Democratic Party has a three-level convention 
system:

Level 1. Precinct Conventions;

Level 2. County Conventions (or Senatorial District 
Conventions in urban areas); and 

Level 3. State Convention. 
 
Those who attend their Precinct Convention will elect 
delegates to the County/Senatorial Convention; those 
who attend their County/Senatorial Convention will 
elect delegates to the State Convention. Those who 
attend the State Convention will elect delegates to the 
National Convention. 

PRECINCT CONVENTIONS 

A convention will be held in your precinct at 7:15 p.m. 
on March 4, 2008, the same day as the Presidential 
Primary.  The convention is usually held at the polling 
place and is open to anyone who votes in the Democratic 
Primary that day (or during the early voting period). 
There will be a sign at the polling place telling exactly 
where the convention will be held. If you can’t !nd a 
sign, ask your election clerk where the convention will 
be held. 

The convention begins at 7:15 p.m. when the Precinct 

Texas will send 228 delegates and 32 alternates to 
the Democratic National Convention in 2008. These 
Texans will help choose the Democratic nominees for 
President and Vice President, and they will also express 
opinions on key national issues. We encourage you 
to participate and to run for national delegate. What 
follows is, in general terms, an explanation of how 
to be a delegate to the National Convention. If you 
want more information, read the “Texas Democratic 
Party National Delegate Selection Plan for 2008” 
and the “Rules of the Texas Democratic Party.” Both 
are available on the Texas Democratic Party website, 
www.txdemocrats.org. 

FILING REQUIREMENTS  

 To become a delegate to the National 
Convention you must: 

1. Vote in the 2008 Democratic primary; 

2. File a Statement of Candidacy with the State Chair 
no earlier than April 21  and no later than May 21, 
2008. Filing forms will be available from the Texas 
Democratic Party by April 5, 2008; and 

3. Be elected by the State Convention in Austin, June 
6 - 7, 2008. If you participate in all stages of the 
convention process and campaign among delegates to 
the State Convention, you will have a better chance to 
become a delegate. 

PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 

Texas will hold a presidential primary on Tuesday, 
March 4, 2008. The Primary will be open to any 
registered Texas voter who does not vote in another 
party’s primary and who does not attend another party’s 
political convention. 

HOW TO BE A DELEGATE TO THE 2008
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION
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Chair calls the convention to order. If the Precinct Chair 
is absent, anyone participating may start the meeting. 
The convention is governed by Robert’s Rules of Order 
and Texas Democratic Party Rules. If you are late to 
the convention, you can still participate; however, you 
can’t change what has already happened. 

The !rst item of business is for everyone attending 
to sign in and indicate the presidential candidate 
(including undecided) you support. This is not a secret 
ballot.  The State Party will provide your Precinct Chair 
with forms to use. 

Next, the convention elects a Chair and Secretary to 
run the convention. 

Third, the Chair announces: 

1. The number of delegates to the County/Senatorial 
Convention the precinct will elect; 

2. The percent of people attending the Precinct 
Convention who support each candidate; and 

3. The number of delegates the supporters of each 
candidate are entitled to elect. Delegates are awarded 
to presidential candidates based on a candidate’s share 
of supporters at the convention by using the following 
formula: 

E-Z Math Formula to Determine Threshold

Number of People at Precinct Convention
Divided By

Number Of Delegates To County/Senatorial
Convention To Which The Precinct Is Entitled

Equals
Threshold (Number of People

Required for a Candidate Caucus)
(Always Round Up)

EXAMPLE: 
31 people attend a Precinct Convention which is entitled 
to 6 delegates to the County/Senatorial Convention. 
Divide 6 into 31 for an answer of 5.1. Since you always 
round up, the threshold for this Precinct Convention 
would be 6. 

Fourth, supporters of each candidate gather in a group 
and elect delegates and alternates to the County/
Senatorial Convention. Anyone who supports a 
candidate who did not win enough of the convention 
to elect one delegate may join the supporters of the 
candidate who is their second choice. 

Voting within the group is done at one time. The 
group !rst secures enough nominations to !ll all of the 
delegate and alternate positions. Each person casts as 
many votes as there are delegates to be elected. For 
instance, suppose you support Jane Doe for president 
and she is entitled to 4 delegates and 4 alternates to 
the County/Senatorial Convention. Your group must 
!rst make at least 8 nominations. Then, one vote is 
taken and you cast 4 votes. You may cast your votes 
for one person or split them among several people. The  
highest vote-getters are selected in rank order until all 
delegate and alternate positions are !lled. 

The Precinct Convention may take positions on 
issues. 

C O U N T Y / S E N A T O R I A L 
CONVENTIONS 

If you are elected a delegate or alternate at your Precinct 
Convention, you may attend your County Convention 
on Saturday, March 29, 2008. In some urban counties, 
Senatorial District Conventions will be held instead of 
a County Convention. 

The County Convention is called to order by the County 
Chair, who calls for the report of the Credentials 
Committee. The Credentials Committee is a committee 
of the convention that decides disputes over who has 
been elected a delegate or alternate. The committee is 
elected by the County Executive Committee before the 
convention. 

You will !rst elect a Chair and Secretary to run the 
convention. 
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Next, a poll is taken of all the delegates to determine 
how many delegates of the convention support each 
candidate. The Chair will announce the results. 

Fourth, delegates in each precinct, or sometimes a 
group of precincts, gather together to elect delegates 
and alternates to the State Convention. Within the 
group, the delegates and alternates are elected at one 
time, but you cast only one vote. The highest vote-
getters are the delegates and the next highest are the 
alternates. For example, suppose your precinct gets 
to elect one delegate and one alternate to the State 
Convention. Only one election is held and you get to 
cast only one vote. Thus if 10 supporters of John Smith 
are present and all 10 vote for one delegate to the State 
Convention while 8 supporters of Jane Doe are present 
and all 8 vote for another delegate, then the John Smith 
representative will be the delegate and the Jane Doe 
representative will be the alternate. 

The results of all the elections within the precincts 
are added together and given to the Nominations 
Committee. This committee then distributes the 
“at-large” delegates among each of the presidential 
candidates so that the county’s delegation re"ects each 
candidate’s fair share of the convention. For instance, 
if supporters of Jane Doe made up 50% of your 
convention, the Nominations Committee would work 
to see that 50% of the delegates to the State Convention 
from your county would be her supporters. However, 
a candidate who wins less than 15% of the convention 
doesn’t have to be given any at-large delegates. The 
at-large delegation must also be used to make sure that 
the whole delegation is equally divided between men 
and women as far as mathematically practicable. 

STATE CONVENTION 

If you were elected a delegate at your County/
Senatorial Convention, you may participate in the State 
Convention, held June 6 - 7, 2008, in Austin. 

Although the State Convention will of!cially come to 
order about 6:00 p.m. on Friday, June 6, there will 
be issue caucuses during the day and Senate District 

Caucuses will meet from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Friday. 
Any Senate District Caucuses that do not !nish their 
business will reconvene after the convention recesses 
for the evening. 

Each delegate will of!cially sign in indicating his/her 
presidential preference or uncommitted status when 
the delegate picks up his/her credentials. The sign-ins 
will be counted statewide and the totals will be used by 
the Nominations Committee on Saturday to distribute 
the pledged party and elected of!cial delegates and the 
at-large delegates among the presidential candidates. 
However, any candidate who wins less than 15% of 
the whole State Convention will not get any at-large 
delegates. 

The State Convention elects four types of delegates to 
the National Convention: 

1. 126 pledged senatorial district delegates and 21 
alternates; 

2. 35 unpledged party and elected of!cial delegates; 

3. 25 pledged party and elected of!cial delegates and 
5 alternates; and 

4. 42 at-large delegates and 6 alternates.  

PLEDGED SENATORIAL DISTRICT 
DELEGATES  

At the Senatorial District Caucus, supporters of each 
candidate gather to elect their share of delegates and 
alternates to the National Convention. These must be 
equally divided between men and women. 

The number of delegates awarded each candidate is 
based on the results of the Presidential Primary in that 
district. However, any candidate who does not win 15% 
of the vote in that district will not get any senatorial 
district delegates. 

UNPLEDGED PARTY AND ELECTED 
OFFICIAL DELEGATES 
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On Saturday morning, June 7, the Nominations 
Committee will meet to !rst nominate unpledged 
delegates. These are set by national party rules as: 

1. Members of the Democratic National Committee 
from Texas; 

2. The former Speaker of the United State House of 
Representatives and the former Chair of the Democratic 
National Committee; and 

3. All Democratic Members of the United States 
House. 

These delegates will be immediately rati!ed by the 
State Convention. 

PLEDGED PARTY AND  ELECTED 
OFFICIAL DELEGATES 

The Nominations Committee will take a break for 
one hour after nominating the unpledged delegates 
to allow those people who are eligible to be “pledged 
party and elected of!cial delegates” to !le a Statement 
of Candidacy with the chair of the committee. 

After the break, the committee will nominate “pledged 
party and elected of!cial delegates.” These are awarded 
to each presidential candidate based on the sign-ins 
made the day before. 

These names will be immediately reported to the 
convention for a vote. 

PLEDGED AT-LARGE DELEGATES AND 
ALTERNATES 

After the convention votes on the pledged party and 
elected of!cial delegates, the Nominations Committee 
will nominate “at-large” delegates and alternates. 

The “at-large” delegation is distributed among 
presidential candidates in the same way that the pledged 
party and elected of!cial delegates are distributed. The 
entire “at-large” delegation must be used, if necessary, 
to make sure that the whole Texas delegation to the 
National Convention is equally divided between 
men and women. It will also be used to meet certain 
af!rmative action goals. 

The Nominations Committee will also nominate 3 
unpledged at-large delegates. 

NATIONAL CONVENTION

If you are elected a delegate or alternate by the State 
Convention, you may participate in the National 
Convention in Denver August 25 – 28, 2008. 

The state party will advise you on fund-raising and on 
low-cost housing and transportation if you would not 
otherwise be able to attend. 

District
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Delegates
4
4
4
4
4
3
3
4
3
5

SENATORIAL DISTRICT DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES

Alternates
1
1
1
1
1
0
0
1
0
1

District
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Alternates
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Delegates
4
4
7
8
4
4
5
4
4
4

Alternates 
1
0
1
0
1
1
0
0
0
0
0

Delegates
4
3
6
3
6
4
3
3
3
3
2

District
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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Dennis Speight, Vice Chair – Finance
Ruby Jensen, Secretary

Edmund Cogburn, Parliamentarian 
Corinne Sabo, Parliamentarian 
Bruce Elfant, Sergeant at Arms 

Rep. Yvonne Davis

David Hardt

Cong. Eddie Bernice Johnson
Denise Johnson

Bob Slagle
Betty Richie

John Brent Patrick, Jr.  
Sue Lovell

Robert Martinez, Jr.

SD 1  Norma Narramore

SD 2  Martha Williams
 Steve A. Tillery  
SD 3  Kathleen Hawkins
 Dennis Teal
SD 4  Sylvia McDuf!e

SD 5  Kay Sweat

SD 6  Rose A. Salas
 Allan Jamail
SD 7  Joy Demark
 Farrukh Shamsi
SD 8  Barbara Oldenburg
 David Griggs
SD 9  Susan Culp

SD 12  Jo Pierce

SD 16  Theresa Daniel

SD 18  Vickie Vogel
 Donald Bankston

SD 20  Rosalie Weisfeld

 Tom Walker
SD 22  JoAnn Jenkins
 Danny Trull
SD 23  Shay Wyrick-Cathey
 Ken Molberg
SD 24  Dian Rudd

SD 25  Zada True-Courage
 Michael Wilson

SD 27  Veronica DeLafuente

SD 28  Carolyn Salsberry

SD 29  Yolanda Clay 
 Michael Apodaca 
SD 30  Hal Ray, Jr. 

SD 31  Roberta Hicks 

Senate Democratic Caucus 
 Sen. Leticia Van de Putte 
House Democratic Caucus 
 Rep. Roberto Alonzo 
County Chair Association 

Non-Urban/Ag Caucus
 Bill Brannon 

Texas Democratic Women 
 Gloria Caceres

Young Democrats 

 Shondra Wygal
Coalition of Black Democrats 
 Daniel Clayton
 Almeda Dent
Stonewall Democrats 

Asian American Democrats

Environmental Democrats

STATE DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS, 2008-2010

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE TEXAS DELEGATION, 200 8-2010

STATE DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS, 2008-2010

Boyd Richie, Chair
Lenora Sorola-Pohlman, Vice Chair

Amber Goodwin, Treasurer

Albert Gonzales, Parliamentarian 

J.B. Hall, Parliamentarian

            Mark Carter

 Brian Hamon

 Kennedy Barnes
SD 10  Vonda Hardin
 Dee Jay Johanneson

 Johnny Weaver

SD 11 vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvLoretta Davis
 Jose Parra

 Charles Yarbough
SD 13  Mary Seymore
 John Robert Behrman
SD 14  Susan Shelton
 Garry Brown
SD 15  Monica Flores
 Ken Yarbrough

 David Bradley

SD 17  Carol Wright
 Alan Blakley

SD 19 Diana Salgado
 Albert Lopez

 John Bell 
SD 21  Judith Solis

 Guy Stuart

SD 26  Celina Pena
 Joshua Bailey

 Israel Rocha, Jr.

 Tommy Jones

 Cindy Crain

  Chris McCormack

 A.J. Durrani
 Mini Timmaraju

 Eddie Pevehouse
 Bill Holcomb

 Donna Bryant
 Blair Dancy

Hispanic Democrats 
 Gloria Carillo
 Victor Garza

 Alieca Hux

 Teresa Herrin
 Daniel Graney

  Susie Blackmon

  Kris Banks

Democrats with Disabilities
David Frye
Jacqueline Acquistapace

Rick CoferAlonzo Cantu

Norma Fisher Flores

Sen. Royce West
Gilberto Hinojosa

Katie Naranjo

Rep. Senfronia Thompson
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Name �R��Mr. �R��Ms. �R��Mrs.: ____________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________

City:________________________________State:  _________Zip: __________________Senate District: _________

County: ________________Home phone:  _____________________Of!ce phone:  ________________________

Fax: _______________________________________Email: ______________________________________________

Occupation: _________________________________Employer: ________________________________________

Recruited by:  _________________________________________________Date of birth: ______/______/_______

Texas Majority Builder 
ENROLLMENT FORM         

Boyd L. Richie, Chairman

�R��Yes, I would like to become a Texas Majority Builder today" 
�R��Yes, I would like to become a Young Majority Builder today for $60.00 a year (ages 18-25)"
�R��Yes, I would like a Family Membership at $200.00 year"
 Both family members must sign :______________________________________________

Contributions are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes. 
Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing address, occupation and name of employer for each 

individual whose contributions exceed $200 in a calendar year. Your contribution may be used in connection with federal elections 
and is subject to the limitations and prohibitions of the Federal Election Campaign Act. 

Paid for by the Texas Democratic Party, 505 W. 12th Street, Suite 200, Austin, Texas, 78701, 512-478-9800.
This communication not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s committee.

Please complete and mail to Texas Democratic Party, 505 W. 12th Street, Suite 200, Austin, TX 78701, or 
fax to 512-480-2500, or enroll online at www.txdemocrats.org. For more information call: 512-478-9800.

www.txdemocrats.org

�R�� MONTHLY BANK DRAFT AUTHORIZATION
 This is your authorization to honor drafts on the 15th of each month in the amount of:
 �R��$10 �R��$15 �R��$20 �R��$25  �R��Other $__________
Bank: _________________________________ Account number: ________________________
Please enclose a voided check; the encoded numbers are necessary for correct routing.

�R�� DIRECT BILL
 �R��Annually $__________ �R��Semi-Annually $___________ �R��Quarterly $________
 ($120 or more) ($60 or more) ($30 or more)

�R�� CREDIT CARD
 �R��Annually $__________ �R��Semi-Annually $___________ �R��Quarterly $________
 ($120 or more) ($60 or more) ($30 or more)

�� Card type:     �R��MasterCard      �R��Visa     �R��AmEx      �R��Discover

 Name as it appears on the card: ______________________________________________

 Card Number:______________________________________ Expiration date: __________

 Signature: __________________________________________________________________

�R�� No, I would not like to become a Texas Majority Builder at this time, but enclosed is my 
 contribution of $____________.



 

APPENDIX-RULE CHANGES

(f)  In any precinct in which a ballot is required by law to be printed in English and any language other

than English, any precinct convention in a presidential election year must be conducted in English and in 
each such other language upon the request of any participant.

(g) In any County or Senate district that contains one or more precincts subject to Subsection (f), the county
or senate district convention must be conducted in English and each such other language required by Subsection
(f) upon request of any participant.

Precinct Convention must have a Sign Language Interpreter,

Democratic voter provide a Certified Sign Language Interpreter.

Article IV (PARTY CONVENTIONS-page 18), Cont'd

(h) Upon the request of any Democratic voter made on or before the Friday preceding that primary election, any

(i) Any Precinct Convention subject to Subsection (f) (g), or (h) shall if requested by or on behalf of a

Appendix
52



Democrats are people you see in your community-
at work, at church, at the store and at the ballpark.
We come from all walks of life, but our shared beliefs
and values help shape a strong state and nation where
every citizen has the opportunity to succeed.

We believe:
�� In equal opportunity for all citizens.
�� In rewarding, honest, hard work with a living wage

and in a tax system that is fair.
�� In family values that are more than a political slogan.
�� In quality education that gives all citizens the

opportunity to reach their potential.

What It Means To Be A Democrat
�� In freedom from government interference

in our private lives and personal decisions.

�� That individual strengths in our diverse
population are a benefit.

�� In security in our homes and safety on
our streets. Criminals should face swift and
certain punishment.

�� In separation of Church and State to preserve the
freedom to pursue our beliefs.

�� In a strong United States ± morally, economically
and militarily.

�� In common-sense reforms that give us cleaner and
safer air and water.

Los Dem"cratas son personas a qui#nes usted ve en la
comunidad ± en los lugares de trabajo, en la iglesia, en
las tiendas y en los estadios. Tenemos diferentes or$genes,
pero compartimos los mismos ideales y valores, ya que
#stos nos ayudan a formar un fuerte gobierno estatal y
una fuerte naci"n, donde cada ciudadano tiene la misma
oportunidad de realizar el #xito.

Nosotros Creemos:
�� En la igualdad de oportunidad para todos los

ciudadanos.
�� En premiar el trabajo honesto y bien cumplido con

un salario justo y con un sistema de impuestos
equitativo.

�� En los valores de la familia que son m%s que los
meros ªpronunciamientosº pol$ticos.

�� En un sistema educativo de alta calidad que ofrece a
cada ciudadano la oportunidad de llegar a su
m%ximo potencial.

�� En la libertad contra la interferencia del
gobierno en nuestras vidas privadas y
en nuestras decisiones personales.

�� Que nuestro pa$s sea beneficiario de las
contribuciones individuales de nuestro
pueblo diverso.

�� En la protecci"n para nuestros hogares y la
seguridad en nuestras calles. Los criminales
deben recibir el castigo merecido
sin demoras innecesarias.

�� En separar los asuntos de la iglesia con los asuntos
del estado, para conservar el derecho de gozar
libremente de las creencias personales.

�� En que nuesto pa$s, Los Estados Unidos de
Am#rica, se mantenga fuerte ± moralmente,
econ"micamente y militarmente.

�� En las reformas administrativas sensatas,
que protegan el medioambiente con agua pura
y aire limpio.

¿Qu" Significa Ser Dem#crata?


