Chapter 7 The Election Cycle

The standard “election year” occurs in even-numthgears. It begins with campaigning at the endheffirst business
day in January when the official candidate fillipgriod closes. Following campaigning, the DemocrBtimary Election
is held and a Run-off Election where needed. Cagmiag begins for the November General Election.

The full election cycle includes the odd-numberedrg, sometimes referred to as the “off-years h wie Texas
Democratic Party (TDP) strengthening activitieslatevels.

Party Registration in Texas

Voter registration and elections in Texas are thkctdy state and federal law. With the exceptioapafcial elections,
Primary and General Elections occur in even-nuntbgears. To participate in any election, a persastrbe registered.
Registered voters are mailed voter registratiodsarhese cards should be signed and protectélgeyasare helpful when
you go to vote.

One “registers” as a Democrat by voting in the Deratc primary. Unlike many other states, one dussegister with a
particular party nor does a voter have to pre-tegigith a particular party to vote in its primary.

Any gualified Texas voter 18 years of age or oldho supports the “Statement of Principles” listed\rticle | of the
Rules of the Texas Democratic Party (TDP Rules) may participate fully in any Party meetings. Thgsalified voters may
be elected to any Party Office, except where sjpadly prohibited by law or byfDP Rules.

To run for precinct chair, county chair, Senatetfiis Executive Committeeperson, county or sen&eidt delegate or
alternate, state or national convention delegatdternate, one must have voted in the most rdgentocratic Party
Primary (not including any run-off), or have sigraadoath of affiliation in the voting year (see TBBles and Chapter
162, Texas Election Code).

Primary Election

Texas currently holds its Primary Elections in Maof even-numbered years. The Democratic PrimathieDP is
open to any registered Texas voter who did not wo&other party's primary and who did not attendther party's
political convention in that election cycle.

Special Note: Signing a petition to put a candiadatehe ballot of a party counts as a declaratiqraaty affiliation.
Therefore, you may not sign a petition to put a Derat on the ballot and vote in the Republican prim

For a candidate to run as a Democrat in the Gef#gation, the candidate must first register andiruthe Democratic
Primary. Registration dates and the dates of thedPy and run-off election are set by law. If thare no changes by the
legislature, the Primary is held on the second dag@ March. If an opposed candidate does nofvegrore than 50%
of the vote in the Primary, a Run-off Primary ischie April. As with the General Election, votingeurs on Election
Day and during early voting, which typically begeggproximately two weeks before Election Day.

To vote in the Primary and/or run-off, you mustsbeesident of your voting precinct and registevdte 30 days before
the election. You may only vote in one politicaly& Primary. You may vote in a run-off electiovea if you did not
vote in the Primary.

Your voting location may not be the same as forgdeeral or local elections, because of the castamplexity of the
election. Locations and times of the Primary etectire typically listed in the newspaper. You misp @heck with local
Party officials or the county clerk’s office. Dugrearly voting you can usually vote anywhere inryoaunty, while on
Election Day you must vote at your precinct’s sfiedilocation. Precincts may be combined to savpaysonnel and
money.

General Election

The General Election occurs on the Tuesday afeefitst Monday in November.

To participate in the General Election a voter ninest resident of the voting precinct and regi3fedays before the
election. Early voting begins approximately two w&erior to Election Day.
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Locations and times for early voting and the Gerglection are typically listed in the newspapeur Early voting a
voter can usually vote anywhere in the county, ebih Election Day a voter must vote at the locasjpecified for the
precinct.

Non-Partisan Elections

There are multitudes of nonpartisan elections acfexas, including, but not limited to, city, schboard, MUD district,
water district, navigation district, park boardhrliry board, and port authority elections. It iportant that Democrats run
for and serve in these various capacities.

Running for and serving in these offices provides excellent training for those with futur e political aspirations.

It is important that every Democrat participateach of these elections, supporting candidatesswpport our causes
and points of view. In some cases, it is equallponant to work against those running for officeondre against our
causes and points of view.

It is important to know that voting locations faah election are selected by the entity puttinghenelection. This
typically means that voting places move aroundeddmg on who is putting on the election. Therarset be a
perception on the part of voters that polling lemad are or should be the same for any and altietex This causes a
great deal of discontent. It is important to exphadting location selection to voters if they ask.

Voter Registration

To vote in Texas a person must register with thergistrar in the county in which the persoredivUnless the county
government designates a different person, the gdartassessor-collector is the voter registrasoime counties, the
county clerk is the designated voter registrarJevbdme hire an election administrator.

Deputy Registrar

The voter registrar is authorized to deputize eitizto register voters. This practice allows thtewvegistrar to cover
every section of the county more effectively. Tlogev registrar must deputize any bona fide residéatcounty who
wishes to register voters. The TDP encourageseaBtemocrats to become deputy registrars.

Once sworn in, the deputy registrar cannot refasegister a person on the basis of sex, raced ccetor, national
origin, or political affiliation. IMPORTANT NOTE: Wen registering voters, a deputy registrar must @©attired in
political clothing or regalia.

Although this process actually registers the vdtex,application must then be forwarded to theagistrar for the
voter to be included in the county voting rolls.

How a Voter Registers

A person may apply in person or by mail. It is mefiective to register people to vote in person ewmitect the voter
registration information at the time, than to le#vwgp to them to mail in their registration cardiberefore, it is highly
recommended that anyone registering voters becaeguaty registrar. When a voter registers with guteregistrar, the
voter is given a receipt. The receipt may be ueaabte, should the voter’s registration card notdeeived in time and
the voter meets the registration deadline.

Applicants must supply their complete names, remideddresses in the county, birth dates, plackstbf and last four
(4) digits of their Social Security or Texas Drigdticense numbers. Although the phone number ismglt people
should be encouraged to provide that informatiothabthey can be called if there is a problem whthapplication or
the information is not clear.

For registration by mail, a business reply postdéalenvelope with postage paid by the state &lalile. Applications
are available to individuals, organizations, bussas, and political subdivisions in reasonable rmumiNo fee can be
charged for voter application forms.

Students who are living away from home should vefah Students are accustomed to filling in thEgrmanent home
addresses on forms; they should register undeadtieess where they intend to vote. If they filtheir permanent home
addresses and it is in another precinct or counoge are the locations where they will be registemnd required to vote.

The husband, wife, father, mother, son, or daugtftarperson entitled to register may fill out adcéor that person.

34



A voter may register to vote at any time, but hiier application must be received by the voteistegy 30 days before
an election in order to vote in that election. Maitegistrations must be postmarked by the 30d#&adline; if the
deadline falls on a weekend or a state or fedeladdy, the postmark deadline is extended to the megular workday.

Persons Eligible to Register to Vote

Persons eligible to register to vote must havddhewing characteristics:
* Be citizens of the United States
* Be at least 18 years of age on the day of theielect
* Be residents of the county

Persons Not Eligibleto Register to Vote

These people are not eligible to register to vote:

» Persons convicted of a felony who have not comglgtee served, parole and probation. Once a coewifelon is
“off papers,” however, he or she is eligible toevand needs to register to vote again.

* Persons found to be mentally incompetent by a aafusw.

Penalties and Fees

Any person giving false information to secure vatgistration for himself or any other person igtgwf a third degree
felony. There is no fee or poll tax for registeriogvote.

Voter Registration Certificate

Within four weeks after the voter registrar recsittee application, the voter should receive a vagistration certificate
(card). The voter should notify the voter registifaihe or she does not receive a voter registnatard.

The voter should examine the certificate closdlit.is correct, the voter signs it and should gatin his or her wallet. If
the information is wrong, the voter should makeections in the spaces provided and return itéovtiter registrar.

Voter Registration Purge

In August of each election year, thousands of meap "purged” from the voter rolls. While the pse of the purge is
to remove the dead and former residents, this ppecgasionally targets lower income, potential Deratic voters who
have moved and have not re-registered. This isg®on continual voter registration is importardlirpotentially
Democratic vote-rich areas. Democrats are oppastdeted purging.

It isimportant that every precinct chair and county chair remain vigilant for voter purging in their precinct or
county.
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Nonpartisan Voter Registration Groups

In many areas of Texas, voter registration projamtsconducted by nonpartisan, tax-exempt groupsséd programs,
while nonpartisan, are often targeted at populattbat traditionally “under-vote.” Many in the tatgd communities are
likely Democratic voters—if they will register andte.

Nonpartisan voter registration groups have ceftaidraising advantages over partisan groups: Donsitio these groups
may be tax-deductible for the giver, while conttibas to political parties and candidates are Gotporate and union
funds can be contributed for this kind of voteriségtion activity, but not to a partisan electmampaign.

Many of these groups also provide excellent trgjraind resources for voter registration efforts. i@pyparties and their
officers, however, have to be careful not to camate directly with these organizations, or to giveaise money for their
efforts. (This is a new restriction on partieshe McCain-Feingold Campaign Finance Reform Law.)

Voter Protection: Voter Bill of Rights of Texas

Voter Protection is an important issue and theeefiois necessary that voters know their rightgs #lso important that
we inform our volunteers who work at the pollstisat they can help assure all citizens are abéxéocise their right to
vote. The rights noted below are from the Lawy@asinmittee for Civil Rights Under Law, as listedtie Texas Election
Code found atwww.lawyerscomm.org.

* If you are inside or are in line at your pollingapé any time between 7 AM and 7 PM on Election Day, have
the right to vote.

* You have the right to vote without presenting yeoiter registration certificate. If your nangeon the voter
registration roll you must do both of the following

* Sign an affidavit stating that you do not have yeater registration certificate with you
* Present proof of identification
» If your name isot on the voter registration roll, you must do bothhe following:
* Sign an affidavit attesting to your eligibility tmte
* Present proof of identification.

» If your name does not appear on the voter registraibll when you arrive at the polls, you have tight to vote a
provisional ballot. However, you must cast youtdtah the correct precinct for it to count.

» If you make a mistake or “spoil” your paper balpdu have the right to receive a “replacement Wa#ind vote.
You may receive a total of three replacement kmllot

» If you cannot read, do not speak English, or yaukdind or otherwise physically disabled, you htheright to be
assisted with voting. Assistance can be given bgtign officials or any other person except youpkayer, an
agent of your employer, or an officer or agentafityunion. Any interpreter or translator must registered voter
of your county.

» If you are physically unable to enter the pollingge, you have a right to vote without enteringpb#ing place
upon request.

» If you have been convicted of a felony, but haweesa the full length of your criminal sentence luting parole,
and have registered to vote since then, you havedht to vote.

* When you are within 100 feet of a polling placerante (or you are inside the polling place or rqogral have the
right to wait to vote (or to vote) without anyoriecioneering or trying to influence your vote imyaother way.

* If you have moved within the same county, you hidreeright to vote at the polling place of your f@mnesidence,
upon filling out a statement of residence.

* You have the right to take time off from work tot®punless the polls are open for two consecutinghoutside of
working hours.

* You have the right to bring a child under 18 ye#rage into the voting station with you.
* You have the right to receive non-English ballotstructions, and other voting materials throughbetstate.
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